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       	  		             	BETRAYED!

Introduction
1. It was Friday, very early in the morning. Jesus had been praying in the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives. After praying, He told His disciples to awaken from their sleep, to arise, but to keep praying for themselves. And while Jesus was speaking, the crowd arrived to take Him into custody.   
2. Let’s back up a little and review the probable timeline. Jesus had spent Monday night on the Mount of Olives. Tuesday morning, He went into the city and cleansed the temple (which happened both at the beginning and at the end of His ministry). This second temple cleansing infuriated the religious leaders, making them even more determined to destroy Him. Jesus spent the remainder of Tuesday teaching the people, and then returned to the Mount of Olives for the night. Wednesday morning, He walked back into the city where He taught the people and confronted and condemned the religious leaders. At the end of the day, He left the temple grounds, and went through the eastern gate, across the Kidron Valley, up the western slope of the Mount of Olives, where He gave His disciples His Discourse concerning what was coming in the future (Matthew 24-25). They retired again that night to the Mount of Olives. Thursday was spent with the disciples and preparations were made for the Passover meal after sundown. Toward evening they entered the upper room. It was a place previously unknown to the disciples. Perhaps, this protected Jesus from being arrested there. Judas would only learn of the location when they arrived as a group. As they celebrated the Passover, Jesus instituted a new meaning for the bread and the cup. This was no longer redemption from Egypt, but about redemption through His blood, that was about to be shed. During this time Jesus gave the disciples warnings, and promises, and revealed more details about betrayal and denial.  It was in the Upper Room where Satan entered into Judas. After Jesus dismissed him, Judas connected with the religious leaders to complete the details for the apprehension of Jesus.  Around midnight, Jesus walked with the 11, through the city, back up into the Mount of Olives to a place called the Garden of Gethsemane. He left eight disciples at the entrance of the Garden and took the remaining three– Peter, James, and John – a little further in. Then leaving them there, He went a bit further and prayed alone, wrestling with the reality of personified holiness becoming the sin bearer and the recipient of the wrath of God against sin. Dripping wet with sweat and blood, Jesus arose the victor and prepared to meet the mob, who were at that very moment on the Mount of Olives, ready to seize Him. 
3. There are many ways we could outline this text. For example, there were three questions that were asked; one to the Judas, one to Jesus, and one to the chief priests. There were three primary personages in the text: Judas, Peter and Jesus. We could go that way. I have chosen to look at a kiss, a sword and a statement about the power of darkness. 
I.	THE KISS OF BETRAYAL (47-48) - 47 While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
A. 	The scene
1.	Comparing all four Gospels, the crowd was made up of religious leaders including chief priests and members of the Sanhedrin, along with a significant contingent of Roman soldiers. The mob carried lanterns, torches and weapons. The weapons were swords carried by the soldiers, and clubs carried by the religious leaders. 
2.	This was an orchestration of power coming against Jesus and eleven of His followers. The mob seemed to be expecting a sizeable insurrection and significant resistance. That is not what they encountered. Leading the group was Judas. He knew the place and he could identify Jesus even in the dark.  The sign for the soldiers and religious leaders to identify Jesus and seize Him, was to be a kiss.    
B.	The kiss 
1.	Even with a full moon and torches and lanterns, it was dark. It would have been difficult to make out who was who. It had been arranged that Judas would embrace the Lord with a kiss and that would be the sign identifying Jesus as the one to be arrested. As Judas embraced Jesus, the soldiers would move in for the arrest. Though Luke omitted it, Mark and Matthew each mentioned the arrangement that Judas had made with the council.  
2.	A kiss of greeting could have been to the hand or wrist or cheek. Inferiors kissed the back of the hand. Slaves in the ancient world kissed the palm of the hand or the foot. Kissing the hem of the garment expressed great reverence. A kiss on the face, a kiss on the cheek, with a full embrace, signified close intimacy and warm affection between equals. That’s how Judas kissed Jesus. Think about that for a moment. It was a warm kiss of cold betrayal. As Judas was approaching the Lord to kiss Him, Jesus asked a question.
C.	The question
1.	Matthew and Mark each said that Judas called Jesus, “Rabbi”, and then kissed Him. Luke seemed to indicate that as Judas was about to kiss Jesus or even while he was kissing HIm, the Lord asked him a question – “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” According to Matthew, Jesus said, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Even though Judas was “the son of destruction” Jesus addressed His traitor as, “Friend.”  Charles Spurgeon wrote, “None are such real enemies as false friends.”
2.	I heard R. C. Sproul say that he had probably met and conversed with tens of thousands of people, but there were four people in his life he wished he had never met; he even had their names written on a piece of paper, and they all had one thing in common. They were Sproul’s friends, but they had betrayed him. 
3.	Luke records only two people who kissed Jesus: a sinful woman (Luke 7:38, 45) who kissed His feet and Judas here in the garden. One was a sinful outsider; the other, a chosen insider. One, a demonstration of love and faith; the other, a demonstration of the darkest evil. This scene reminds me of Psalm 55:12-23 – 12 For it is not an enemy who taunts me— then I could bear it; it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me—then I could hide from him. 13 But it is you, a man, my equal, my companion, my familiar friend. 14 We used to take sweet counsel together; within God's house we walked in the throng. 15 Let death steal over them; let them go down to Sheol alive; for evil is in their dwelling place and in their heart. 16 But I call to God, and the LORD will save me. 17 Evening and morning and at noon I utter my complaint and moan, and he hears my voice. 18 He redeems my soul in safety from the battle that I wage, for many are arrayed against me. 19 God will give ear and humble them, he who is enthroned from of old, because they do not change and do not fear God. 20 My companion stretched out his hand against his friends; he violated his covenant. 21 His speech was smooth as butter, yet war was in his heart; his words were softer than oil, yet they were drawn swords. 22 Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never permit the righteous to be moved. 23 But you, O God, will cast them down into the pit of destruction; men of blood and treachery shall not live out half their days. But I will trust in you. I would not be surprised if Jesus had been rehearsing those words in His mind. Let’s now turn our attention to the sword.
II.	THE SWORD OF DEFIANCE (49-51) – 49 And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 
A. 	The question and the reaction 
1.	It was clear to the disciples what going to happen. In the confusion, they asked if they should strike with a sword, but they didn’t wait for the answer. It was more of an announcement than a request for permission. They should have waited! 
2.	Ligon Duncan wrote, “This is not the time for them to draw the sword. This is time for them to accept God's providence… The false charge that the Jews are going to bring against Jesus to the Romans is that He is the leader of a rebellion against Roman rule, as well as a blasphemer claiming to be the Messiah, the Son of God, a charge which the Romans, frankly, could not have cared less about. But they very much cared about the idea of rebels leading groups of people against their rule…  Jesus must immediately establish that He has no intention of fighting this Roman cohort because He's never lead anybody in violent action before in His life. In fact, He has ministered, and He’ll say later on, in the broad daylight saying everything that He said for everyone to hear who wanted to hear it. There's nothing secretive and sneaky about what Jesus is doing. He's not fomenting a secret rebellion against Rome…” (Sept. 11, 2011).
2.	19th Century Evangelical Anglican Bishop, James Charles Ryle wrote, “We should learn from these verses that it is much easier to fight a little for Christ than to endure hardship and go to prison and death for His sake… To suffer patiently for Christ is far more difficult than to work actively. To sit down and endure calmly is far (harder) than to stir about and take part in the battle. Crusaders will always be found more numerous than martyrs. Work for Christ may be done from many spurious motives — from excitement, from emulation, from party spirit, from love of praise — but suffering for Christ will seldom be endured from any but one motive. And that motive is the grace of God. We shall do well to remember these things informing our estimate of the comparative grace of professing Christians. Some poor, unknown believer who has been lying for years on his back, enduring pain without a murmur, may prove at last to have brought more glory to Christ through his patience and to have done more good through his prayers than the public action of others. The grand test of grace is patient suffering. Remember God's words about Saul, Acts 9:16. ‘I will show Saul what great things he will suffer for My name.’ Peter, we may be sure did far less good when he drew his sword and cut off a man's ear than when he stood calmly before the council as a prisoner and said, ‘I cannot but speak the things that I have seen and heard.’” But Peter did draw the sword.
B.	The casualty and the cure.  
1.	It has been pointed out that none of the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) mention that it was Peter who cut off the high priest’s servant’s ear; nor do they the servant’s name.  John, however, mentioned both but he wrote his Gospel account long after Peter’s death. To have named Peter could have potentially hindered Peter’s ministry. 
2.	The fact that the high priest’s servant was present, indicates that so was the high priest. What Peter did, could have caused a great deal more damage, leading to arrest and serious charges leveled against him, but Jesus intervened. 
3.	This entire scene is surreal. It was Jesus who squelched the mini-rebellion, and it was Jesus who corrected the reckless outburst. “No more of this!” He said. It is clear that though the mob came to arrest Jesus, a mob with many authority figures present, Jesus was in charge; He was in control of what was happening. Only Luke mentioned that Jesus touched the servant’s ear and healed him. Some speculate that Malchus was named because he was known by those to whom John wrote. Tradition declares that Malchus became a believer in Jesus. Every time he touched his right ear, that scene must have played in his head! Can you imagine? Jesus now turned to the religious leaders addressing them, describing their “hour of darkness.”     
III.	THE HOUR OF DARKNESS (52-52) – 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”
A. Who are you seeking? 
1. Twice in John’s account, Jesus asked the mob who it was that they were seeking. They answered that they were seeking Jesus of Nazareth. Their answer opened the way for the disciples to flee from the scene without being pursued. The mob, at this point, really only cared about the leader, about Jesus. 
2. Those who came for Him had no reason or cause to arrest Him. He had committed no crime against God or man, against Judaism or Rome. 
3. Jesus reminded them that He did not teach and preach in secret. He had going daily to the temple. They had ample opportunity to arrest Him there if He had been doing anything wrong. They were present; they were always present when He was publicly teaching. But instead, they come under the cover of darkness to do what they would never have attempted in the daylight. In effect, they were murderers who were following their father, the devil, who was a liar and a murderer from the beginning! 	
B.	This is your hour of darkness, your hour of power 
1.	John MacArthur summarized Jesus’ words at the end of our text like this: If I was such a threat, if I was such a danger, if I was a rival to Caesar, why didn’t you arrest Me on Monday, or Tuesday, or Wednesday, or find Me on Thursday? Have you come out with swords and clubs now, as if I were a revolutionary? The whole scene is absolutely ludicrous. You didn’t touch Me. You didn’t seize Me. Why now?” Here’s why, “But this hour and the power of darkness are yours. God has given you this hour to do exactly this. This is your hour, in association with the power of darkness - Satan. You’re doing it. Though hell is energizing you; you’re doing it because God has designed it. Take Me, I’m yours. This is your hour, and the hour and power of darkness to achieve the purpose of God” (Mar 16, 2008).
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	They would have their hour, but that hour would be short lived.
Conclusion
1. Kent Hughes concluded this section of his commentary on the Gospel of Luke with this: “The kiss dripped hatred, but Jesus went after his heart…The demons howled but the angels sang! Earth’s hour and Hell’s hour were subsumed in Heaven’s hour, appointed before the foundation of the world. As Peter, so disgraced in that hour, would later proclaim at Pentecost, 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men (Acts 2:22-23). There was silence all around because this night was the necessary prelude to Christ’s reign! There in the devouring darkness, Jesus was the victor. And we share in that victory. A Savior who triumphs in his darkest hour can deliver his children from theirs. We can be sure, when our world spins out of control, that he is with us. We can be sure that the apparent evil we suffer will work out for our good and his glory. Joseph in Egypt found it so. Paul in prison found it so. It is true for all of God’s children” (p. 345). 
2. Isn’t it amazing? We know how it all ends, but we continue to get caught up in the drama. We are sleeping when we should be praying, flailing swords when we should be resting in the Spirit, running in fear when we should be standing in faith and hiding in the darkness when we could be holding up the light. We may be in the hour and power of darkness, but we need not be afraid, for the Son is just about to rise!  
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