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                                 		            	THE REVEAL

28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Introduction
1. I made the decision last week to break this section of the text apart and cover it in two weeks instead of one. That was probably the right decision based on the amount of content, but an unfortunate break because this is all part of one narrative. Therefore, I need to review a little from last week. 
2. Remember that Jesus had joined the two disciples who were returning home from Jerusalem. He just showed up out of nowhere and began walking with them. These two had been kept from recognizing Jesus. I take that as having been an act of God. As they walked and talked, the Emmaus disciples expressed to Jesus their shattered expectations, having been devastated that the one they had hoped was the Messiah was now dead and buried. At that point in the conversation, Jesus interjected a mild rebuke, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” That’s where we concluded our consideration last week.  
3. Perhaps for the past two hours Jesus had been working through the OT showing the Emmaus disciples why it was necessary for the Christ, the Messiah, to suffer as He did, and how that was all part of God’s plan for Christ’s glory. These disciples were still processing what Jesus was saying when they arrived at their home in the village of Emmaus. Jesus had piqued their interest to such a degree that they didn’t want this encounter to end. I suspect that Jesus would have kept on going until they were inside and then disappeared much like He had appeared, had the two not urged Him to come and stay with them for a while. But, in fact, they did “strongly” urge Jesus to stay with them for a while. They longed to hear more. Something was stirring in their hearts; something was ringing true in their heads. Jesus accepted their invitation and entered their home with them. And that is where we pick up our consideration of today’s portion of the text as Jesus revealed Himself to them. 
4. That revelation of Himself is what I want us to see. What did the two disciples finally see in Jesus? They came to realize that…
I.	HE’S NOT JUST A GUEST – HE’S THE HOST 
A.	Jesus took the place as head of the household
1. 	I should explain a word about the timing in this passage. The “toward evening” and “the day is now far spent” statements probably do not mean that it was getting dark or even that it was late in the day. It was most likely approaching what we would consider mid-day, between two and three o’clock. The walk probably began sometime around noon. After Jesus revealed Himself to these two disciples, they were able to travel the seven miles back to Jerusalem, and find the other disciples before Jesus appeared to the entire group while it was still Sunday, the first day of the week. And all of that would have to happen before 6 PM.  
2.	A meal would consist of bread and a dipping sauce, maybe crushed fruit. The meal would be prepared and the host would begin the meal. A guest would never do what Jesus did. It may be that the two were so interested in hearing more of what Jesus was saying that they had not even thought about eating, so Jesus took the initiative.   	
B.	He blessed and broke the bread 
1.	This was not communion, as some suppose. It was a normal afternoon meal. 
2.	He does the very unusual thing of breaking the bread, blessing it, and began giving it to them. Verse 31 says this: “And their eyes were opened and they recognized Him” …Their eyes were opened in the same way that their – verse 16 – eyes were prevented. This is something that happens to them. Again, nobody that saw Jesus after the resurrection really recognized Him unless God opened their eyes. But there are some elements that aid them in the process. Why would they have recognized Him in the breaking of the bread? Well, the simple answer is because God let them recognize Him. But I think added to that simple answer is, in the familiar confines of this little house, seated at a table, as Jesus broke the bread and prayed, can’t you imagine that they began to see and hear some things that sounded familiar? That there was familiarity in the way He did it? And we would have to wonder what the prayer was like. And I can tell you how it started: “O” – what’s the next word? – “Father,” – because all His prayers did. Did they recognize Him in the familiarity of the table and the customary way in which He did that? Did they recognize Him in the prayer and the blessing? I think maybe more than that in the flickering candlelight. Did they, because He had a robe that was loose, did they see some fresh wounds in His hands or His wrists? I think they probably did, and they knew He was alive. Again, from the depths of despair to the transcendent heights of joy, they recognized Him. And He vanished out of their sight (MacArthur, Nov. 30, 2008).
3.	MacArthur may be correct. I agree that God opened their eyes, but I also believe that it was probably Jesus’ prayer that made it crystal clear who He was! 
4.	What began as inviting a guest into their home to hear more of God’s Word, became a total transformation in their lives as the guest became the host. I don’t want to make too much of this, but I would suggest to you that many disciples of Jesus treat Him as a guest, and as an occasional one at that. He is not a visitor; He is the one who is in charge of our lives. I think that is a legitimate application. What else did they discover about Jesus?
II.	HE’S NOT JUST THE TEACHER – HE’S THE SUBJECT (We already talked last week about this…
A.	He is the main character of the Scriptures
1.	We learned last week that Jesus took these disciples through an OT survey course to specifically show these disciples that He was the main character! He was showing them that the Bible is about Him – “He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.”     
2.	David Garland wrote, “It is his teaching that they remember from this encounter. Their hearts change from being ‘slow’ to ‘burning’, and they realize that their eyes had been closed, that they were blinded by false hopes, and that Jesus does bring the promised redemption of Israel” (p. 956). 
3.	The disciples’ hearts were responding before their eyes could see. It was the word of God that had caused their hearts to burn with the truth. It is the same today when people are regenerated by the Spirit of God. Hearts respond to the truth before the eyes see the truth! 
4.	When we read stories that involve people, there typically is one main character that drives the storyline. Jesus is that main character throughout the Bible. In the OT Jesus shows up in various forms that became increasingly clear in His incarnation. Here are a few examples. In Abraham and Isaac, we see the father sacrificing the son, the father providing the son to sacrifice. In deliverance from Egypt, Jesus is seen in the sacrificial lamb with the blood spread on the doorpost. Without the blood applied, there would be no deliverance from death. The manna was daily sustenance. Later Jesus would declare that He was and is the bread of life. Water from the rock, the pillar of cloud and fire, various appearances of “the angel of the Lord”, all of these were appearances of the main character in the drama of redemption. Jesus wasn’t just teaching them OT stories; He was sharing His autobiography! He was and is the main character. But there is more.
B.	He is the theme and plot line of the Scriptures 
1.	The theme of Scripture is Christ. The Bible is the revelation of God. It tells us who God is. It tells us that He is the creator of all and sovereign over all that He has made. He is eternal and holy. He has every right to do with His creation whatever He desires. He reveals how His creation became tainted with sin and how sin brought death to all living things.
2.	God progressively revealed His perfect plan for redemption, a plan that involved the death of His own Son, who would be a substitutionary atoning sacrifice for those whom He determined to not only spare from death, but to grant these with a perfect righteousness that would come from His Son! 
3.	Jesus was more than a teacher. He was the main character and the primary theme of all of Scripture! The more He taught, the more that became clear. 
4.	As Jesus concluded His prayer and handed the disciples the bread, their eyes were opened and they recognized that the stranger with whom they had been walking and talking was the Master, the Lord Jesus Christ! And as suddenly as He had appeared while they were walking, so He disappeared from their sight. But they now knew who He was and they knew what they needed to do! So, they made haste back to Jerusalem to tell the others what they had seen!
5.	I think it is appropriate to make the case that when we open the Bible, we are often looking for various things to help us with the challenges of life. And that is not altogether wrong. The Bible does teach us much about what God has for us. But may we never forget that the main character and the primary subject is Christ! He is the one we should be looking for and seeking to know. The better we know the Lord, the more clearly everything else appears. For example, our trials and troubles are not independent of Him. He allows those things to happen with a specific purpose and intent in mind. In other words, they are not accidents, but rather they are God’s design to accomplish His purposes to result in His glory, which includes our ultimate good. If we fail to see those things, we have stopped looking too soon. He is not just our Teacher; He is the main character and the theme of all of Scripture – and that should be the main character and theme of our entire life. What else did these two disciples come to see in Jesus?                  
III.	 HE’S NOT JUST A RUMOR – HE’S THE RISEN LORD
A.	They found the eleven…
1.	Before Judas betrayed the Lord and killed himself, the apostles were known as “the twelve.” Now, they are known as “the eleven.” We know that at least one of the apostles, Thomas, was not present at this time, but Luke is letting us know that the two Emmaus disciples found the group of apostles and other disciples in Jerusalem and joined in with them.
2.	They were anxious to tell their story, but they had arrived while various reports were in progress, so they had to wait their turn.  As far as they knew as they entered into the room, they were the only two who had seen Jesus alive.    
B.	They listened to others… 
1.	What they hear as they enter, is that the news is already out – “The Lord has risen indeed!”, and they are not the only ones who now believe! What happened to convince these others? Jesus had appeared specifically to Peter and Peter was there to confirm the claim. Jesus had also appeared to Mary Magdalene, though Luke does not mention it. 
2.	I can’t imagine how excited the two from Emmaus were to jump in and share the experience they had with Jesus! And they got their opportunity!   
C.	They gave witness to what they had seen and heard… 
1. 	They went back to tell them everything they knew: “Since we saw you last, we have become Old Testament scholars. We can tell you the whole thing. And by the way, He’s alive” (MacArthur)! 
2.	This was not a, “see if you can top that one” event. It may have been difficult for the women not to have reminded the others, “We told you what the angels said, and you refused to believe us! You should have listened to us. It would have saved you a lot of grief!” But again, this was not about them, or who was first to realize what should have been understood and believed even before Jesus died. As David Garland wrote, “The disciples do not bask in the glories of their personal experience but join the community to share it” (p. 956). There was one confirmation after another that made clear that truly He was risen – as He said! And all were anxious to share what they knew about the risen Lord!    
3.	“Opened eyes and burning hearts lead to opened mouths that proclaim the resurrection” (Garland, p. 957). 
Conclusion
1.	Here we are, most of us, as believers in the risen Savior. God has graciously opened our eyes so that we could see Jesus in the pages of the Bible for who He really is. God has worked in us to regenerate us, to make us alive, bringing us to a place of repentance and faith in Him to cleanse us from those sins that separated us from God, and to clothe us in the acceptable apparel of the righteousness of Christ, granting us the right to approach and ultimately dwell in the very presence of the living God.     
2.	We know what God has planned and we know what Jesus has accomplished because God has made it known in the pages of His Word. Sometimes we, like the Emmaus disciples, are “slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.” The Lord, by His Spirit, though His Word, is at work to remedy our slowness of heart to set it on fire that we might tell the world of our risen Lord and King! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]3.	Don’t treat Jesus as a guest. He’s the host, whether we realize it or not. We are at His table as He distributes the bread of life. Don’t see Jesus as only the teacher. He is that, but what He is teaching us is about Him, not only the main character and theme of the Scripture, but He is also to be the main character and the theme and purpose of our lives. And don’t ever view Jesus as a past figure in history, as a rumor of greatness and glory. He is the risen Lord Christ! He lives now and forever and we have our life in Him. We need to make that known!   
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