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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk27487796]Our text before us is Ephesians 2:1-10.  In the previous chapter, we hear Paul overflowing with joy and thanksgiving for who God is and what God has done. It is as if Paul raises his hands and eyes toward heaven and says, “God you are so amazing.  I see all that you, the triune God has done.”  Then he turns to us and says, “I’ve got some bad news and I’ve got some good news.”  Normally, a question follows next, “Which do you want to hear first?”  No, Paul launches right into the bad news.
This section is an example of a typical Paul style.  He often contrasts the bad and the good.  He is not afraid to tell us the bad news and does not sugar coat it.  But he doesn’t leave us battered and bloody on the floor but is quick to remind us and encourage us with the goodness and greatness of God.  
In verses 1-3 we are going to look at the Bad News.  4-7 is where I would love to camp out all day on the Good News.  And finally, we’ll answer the question, Now what?
Ephesians 2:1-3 The Bad News
1. We were spiritually dead and acting like it
a. Dead in trespasses – breaking God’s law.
b. Dead in sin – not conforming to what we ought to be.  Falling short of the glory of God.
c. How do dead people walk?  If they are spiritually dead.  Our walk showed that we were dead on the inside.  The Walking Dead?
d. Henry Law said, “How humbling is this thought! What can be more pitiable than to see natural men swelling with haughty pride and vaunting as if endued with great and noble faculties! Alas! what are they? Fleshy sepulchers of expired souls. There is no life within, and the moving clay must soon crumble into dust. Yet such men will oppose God, and dispute against His truth, and openly revile His new-born children. Such, however, were we; but we are quickened. Blessing and glory be unto Him, who in the multitude of His tender mercies, has wrought a change!”
2. We were followers
a. The path of the world
b. Prince of the power of the air – Satan
c. Our father – Disobedience “The first Adam” Romans 5:19 “By the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners…”
3. We were like everyone else.
a. Living in the passions of the flesh.
b. Just carrying out what our bodies and minds wanted.
c. Born a child of wrath – born in sin, original sin.  Hebrew euphemism for those that deserve God’s punishment.
Ephesians 2:4-7 The Good News
But God… is probably one of the greatest phrases in this chapter because here it is a signal for some great things that come after.  But God…
1. Is rich in mercy
2. Loved us with a great love
a. Great, perfect infinite
b. We love him because he first loved us.
3. Acted despite our deadness
4. Made us alive together with Christ
a. Saved by grace
b. Resurrected
c. Seated with God in heaven in Jesus.
d. An eternal display of the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness.
Ephesians 2:8-10 Now What?
1. What is a workmanship?  Noah Webster said, “That which is effected, made or produced”.  
2. We are God’s workmanship.
a. By grace (clearly unmerited favor) through faith
b. With no contribution of our own.
c. As a gift to us.
d. To do good works.  John Calvin said, “It is faith alone that justifies, but faith that justifies can never be alone.”
i. Prepared beforehand – in eternity
ii. Made for us to walk like we use to walk in trespasses and sin.
iii. JC Philpot said regarding good works, “1. We do not ignore them, neglect them, slight them, and by never mentioning, dwelling, or insisting upon them, virtually set them aside. 2. We do not legalize them, and thus make out of them a yoke of bondage. They are not the tree, nor the sap of the tree—but the FRUITS of the tree, by which the nature and goodness of the tree are made manifest, and openly seen and known…They are outward marks and proofs of the inward grace of God, and by them the true saints of God are manifested to be trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. 
Conclusion
God does not want us to forget where we came from but likewise, he does not want us to turn back to where we came from.  God uses the past as a warning and encouragement to drive us forward.  Remember the wording of this passage. “You were.”  You previously.” “We previously.” “We were.” 
Then the change happened.  “But God made us” “You are saved” “He raised us and seated us.” “For good works to do”. 
If you are saved by Christ you are called not to just “let go and let God,” but to do those good works, the ones prepared, ordained, predestined for you to do.  Now your job is to find those good works and do them.  Today.  
For those of you who know that they are still dead in your trespasses and sins.  You are like everyone else following the path of this world.  You feel the weight of being a child of wrath.  God says to you, “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”  May the gift of God’s grace be yours today.

