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       	  		THE GOSPEL HIDDEN AND REVEALED

31 And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 32 For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 33 And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” 34 But they understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.

Introduction
1.	Last week we left the rich young ruler sadly walking away after he had initially run to Jesus wanting the answer to his question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus gave him answers that he really didn’t want to hear, and then He told the young ruler that after he had sold all he had, he was to come and follow Jesus. 
2.	I’m not sure how many understood the ramifications of what it meant to follow Jesus, though the Lord  had not been silent about what it meant to be one of His disciples. Even Peter had just reminded the Lord that he and the other disciples had left their homes to follow Jesus. What was unclear is whether or not they realized that following Jesus would likely cost them their lives. 
3.	According to the Gospel of John, the disciples had challenged the wisdom of going to Jerusalem with reference to the death of friend Lazarus, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” You can hear the concern. Thomas, not wanting to be apart from Jesus, said to the others, “Let us also go that we may die with him.” He clearly saw death as a possibility, but he and the others had not seen the death of Jesus as a certainty! 
4.	So, Luke, one final time, recorded what Jesus said would happen to Him, but the disciples didn’t get it. How did they not get it? How do people today not get it? Let’s jump into this brief passage and see if we can find an answer.  
I.	TRUTH HIDDEN AND REVEALED IN THE OT SCRIPTURES – “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.
A.	The trip was still on	 
1.	Jesus made it clear that He and they were headed to Jerusalem. Luke, in his Gospel, had been making the case for some time that Jesus was on a mission and that mission would conclude in Jerusalem, not with a coronation, but with a crucifixion. 
2.	The disciples were not necessarily surprised to be going to Jerusalem, for after all, it was coming up on Passover. However, they clearly were not prepared for what Jesus was saying. Part of the reason was that they simply had no place in their theology for a dying Messiah! The Messiah was supposed to reign, not die! 
3.	What they needed to be thinking about was what the OT prophets had spoken about the Son of Man. So, they continued on toward Jerusalem and Jesus continued His revelation to them concerning what they could expect to happen. So, the trip is still on and He is till teaching…  
B.	What Jesus had to say should not have been a surprise
1.	Granted, the twelve were not men of great learning in the sense that they were rabbis or had been to rabbinical school, but they were not unfamiliar with the OT. And remember, for several months they had been under the teachings of the Lord Jesus Himself! 
2.	Passages such as Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53 and Zechariah 12, and illustrations like the institution and practice of the Passover, including the Exodus, accounts such as the call to Abraham to sacrifice his son, Isaac, or the story of Joseph or the illustration of Jonah in the belly of the fish, or the promises stated in the Abrahamic and the Davidic covenants and on and on, should have resonated in their brains, but they didn’t. The disciples just were not thinking in that direction at all.  But these things of which Jesus spoke would be certain to come to pass! They are walking; He is teaching and He makes clear that…
C.	Everything written by the prophets would be accomplished
1.	Jesus made it very clear that there were specific promises in the OT related to the Son of Man – and the disciples knew that Jesus referred to Himself as the Son of Man, but they failed to make the connection. What was written a long time ago about the Son of Man was going to take place in Jerusalem – where they were going. And everything that was written about the Son of Man in relation to redemption would be accomplished. It would happen for sure! 
2.	Jesus did not at this time take them through a systematic course of OT Messianic prophecy. He would later, after His resurrection, but not now.  Instead, He used His own words to describe what would soon happen to Him in Jerusalem. So, there was truth hidden in the OT scriptures, and there was…    
II.	TRUTH HIDDEN AND REVEALED IN THE WORDS OF THE SON OF MAN – 32 For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 33 And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” 
A.	He will be delivered, mocked and shamefully treated
1. 	Before we specifically look at verses 32-33, it is important to remember that according to Luke, this was the third prediction by Jesus concerning His death. Let’s go back to chapter 9. Verses 21-22 say, 21 And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” That’s quite specific! In the same chapter, verses 43-45 say, But while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus said to his disciples, 44 “Let these words sink into your ears:” I love that expression! The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.” 45 But they did not understand this saying, and it was concealed from them, so that they might not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about this saying. Now here, we see the same thing.
2.	To be delivered over to or into someone’s hands meant to be placed into the custody of someone and in this case into the custody of the enemy! 
3.	Notice the certainty at which Jesus declared each action of humiliation. “He will be delivered over…he will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon.” There was no contingency. This was going to happen! These were awful forms of humiliation, but it would get worse. Not only would He be delivered over, mocked and shamefully treated…
B.	He will be flogged and killed 
1.	We have talked about flogging before. The weapon was a leather whip with several strips of leather attached to a handle. The leather strips would be embedded with sharp pieces of metal or bone that would be used to rip the flesh and create extreme pain. Many died from such beatings. 
2.	Jesus would not die from the flogging, but he would die at the hands of Gentiles. That was not a mere possibility. That would happen. Notice that He “will be delivered” and He “will be mocked” and “they will kill him.” But the truth revealed would not end with His death…	 
C.	He will rise from the dead 
1.	The amount of time is specified in typical Lukan form, “on the third day.”
2.	The disciples may not have seen or connected the dots of the OT prophecies to Jesus, but Jesus took the time to connect the OT prophecies to Himself and He made it clear to them. 
3.	They were going to Jerusalem. He would be delivered over to the Gentiles. He would be mocked and killed. But He would also on the third day be raised from the dead. How could that have been stated with any greater clarity? But what was said and what was understood were two different things.  Concerning truth hidden and revealed, we move from the OT scriptures, to Jesus’ words to the hearts of the disciples…  
III.	 TRUTH HIDDEN AND REVEALED IN THE HEARTS OF THE DISCIPLES – 34 But they understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.
A.	Why was it not understood? Again, how much clearer could this have been?
1.	There was no place in their understanding for a Messiah to die. The Messiah was to reign, not be killed.  Whatever Jesus said, they just had no place to put that revelation. It didn’t fit. “They didn't get it. Why?  They were looking for a messianic King… They had a highly developed messianic eschatology.  They had a completely full-blown view of what Messiah would be and what He would do, and death and crucifixion weren't in it.  They expected a coronation, not a crucifixion. They expected a Messiah who killed His enemies, not a Messiah killed by His own people.  They expected a Messiah who triumphed, not a Messiah who was tortured.  They expected a Messiah who brought life, not a Messiah who was dead.  The idea of a crucified Messiah was an absurdity.  It was ridiculous to the point where they couldn't even comprehend it” (MacArthur, March 4, 2007).
2.	The disciples did hear Jesus say that He was going to die; it did register. We know that, for example, with the exchange that happened between Jesus and Peter recorded by Matthew. And I am fairly sure this happened before what happened here in Luke. Listen to the passage: 21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 
3.	Was it possible that the disciples thought Jesus was talking about someone else? He did speak these things in the third person. But surely, they must have known He was speaking about Himself! They had heard it before and it had registered even though they did not want to accept it. 
4.	Regardless, what we hear, we don’t always accept, even if it comes from God Himself! In this case, the disciples didn’t want this to happen to Jesus and so they refused to believe it would happen. That’s part of it, but there is another piece of this puzzle. “This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.”
B.	Why was this hidden?
1.	God has His reasons for all that He does. After this played out, the hidden would be revealed and it would never be forgotten! The shock would come in the contrast. What Jesus’ disciples believed was a complete defeat and disaster, would be realized as the greatest victory ever recorded, and that realization would come from the words the risen Savior would utter! 
 2.	Frankly, if the disciples had understood and accepted what was coming, they may have attempted to stop it from happening. There are hints of that in the narrative. For example, in the Garden, Peter pulled out a sword and started hacking away and Jesus had to order him to put away his sword and then He had to clean up Peter’s mess! The eleven may have tried to stop Judas if they knew what he was doing instead of seeing nothing strange in his actions as he left the Upper Room to set up the betrayal that would happen in just a few hours. 
3.	What we learn from Luke 24 about the Word and the Lord, that would not have been needed if the disciples had embraced, with complete clarity, what Jesus was saying. But it was temporarily hidden from them.   	
C.	When would it be revealed?
1.	Jesus was revealing it here, though they were clueless to understand. Nevertheless, telling them here provided a point of reference when He would explain what had happened after His resurrection. Even the angels at the tomb used His words to affirm the truth – “Remember how He told you.”
2.	The experience of shock and despair and fear and grief and devastation, set the stage for the revelation of the risen Son of Man! When they saw Him risen, and heard Him expound the OT Scriptures, they got it! And that message that they now understood, changed them and it would change the world! 
Conclusion
1. Before we conclude, we need to hear from two other texts, one written by the Apostle Paul and the other by the Apostle Peter. In Romans 8:32, Paul wrote, “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” Paul, under the inspiration of the Spirit of God, wrote that it was God who “gave him up.” This was all God’s plan. God is the one “who did not spare his own Son.” Peter, on the Day of Pentecost, preached, “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men” (Acts 2:22-23). In other words, this was God’s plan and purpose from the beginning!
2. Sometimes we look at prophecy in regard to what is going to happen, as if to suggest that something that was a prediction actually came true. Don’t look at OT prophecy like that. Rather look at it as the plan and purpose of God stated in advance, certain to occur. Don’t be surprised that it happened. This was ordained by God to occur for the completion of His plan and purpose for the glory of His name! That’s what the disciples were missing. That’s what was hidden from them, but would be revealed in Luke 24 – 44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.48 You are witnesses of these things. He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, the OT prophecies about Him. And they got it!
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]J. C. Ryle wrote, “The love of our Lord Jesus Christ for sinners is strikingly shown in His steady purpose of heart to die for them, even when they didn't understand what He was saying and what He was about to do or why He had to do it. Think of it - all through His life He knew that He was about to be crucified. There was nothing in His cross and passion which He did not foresee distinctly, even to the minutest particular, long before it came upon Him. He tasted all the well-known bitterness of anticipated suffering and yet He never swerved from His path for a moment. He was straightened in spirit until He had finished the work He came to do, and He was alone in that knowledge. Even when He tried to explain it to the disciples, they didn't understand, yet He lived in this isolating knowledge for them and He loved them when they didn't understand. Such love passes knowledge. It is unspeakable, unsearchable. We may rest on that love without fear. If Christ so loved us before we thought of Him, He will surely not cease to love us after we have believed” (Duncan, April 24, 2011).
4. James Edwards wrote, “The meaning and mission of Jesus as the incarnate Son of God (1:35) are not discernible on the basis of human capacities alone, but can be comprehended only by spiritual illumination from the resurrected Lord, who ‘opens the mind (of disciples) so they can understand’ (24:45).”	 To the unbeliever, nothing in this account is all that important, and much of it makes no sense at all; but to us, who believe, this means everything! 
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