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       	  	       BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT FROM HEAVEN

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.
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1. I’m going to read two passages that provide the Biblical account of Jesus’ birth. These are familiar, but maybe not as well-known as we think. Listen carefully to what is read. The reason is not merely so we could win a Church Christmas party trivia contest. There are substantive reasons and practical applications for getting it right.
2. The accounts are from Matthew 2 and Luke 2. They record the announcement that God made from heaven about the human birth of His divine Son, the second person of the Triune God’s entrance into the human race. (Text). 
3. Our focus is on the birth announcement from heaven. God the Father communicated through angels, but He also communicated through people, but maybe not the people in these passages we would assume. Let’s start with Luke 2 and…   
I.	THE ANGEL ANNOUNCEMENT (Luke 2:8-14)
A. 	It was a birth announcement – The baby Jesus had been born and the angels were dispatched to earth to make that known.
1.	We are going to talk about the shepherds next week and why God chose them to make His announcement, but for now, let’s put ourselves in their sandals for a moment. You are hanging out with your fellow shepherds and you are watching your flocks of sheep and you are passing the time. It’s what you do every night. It’s probably rather chilly and darkness has fallen. Again, it’s a night very much like every other night that you have watched over your sheep. But something amazing happens that never happened before and would never happen again!
2.	An angel shows up and the glory of the Lord lights up the area and you are scared out of your wits! I think we assume that the angel who initially spoke and the sudden appearance of a multitude of angels were all hovering in the sky. That may or may not have been true. They may have all appeared and were actually standing around with the shepherds. I think that’s more likely. The “glory of the Lord” that the shepherds saw may have been similar to what the Israelites had experienced in the wilderness with the cloud and the fire that hovered over the camp. It was a visible affirmation that God was present! It’s sometimes called the “Shekinah glory of God.”      
3.	The announcement was twofold. It was a message of good news of great joy appropriate for “all people” that a Savior, Christ the Lord, had just been born! That’s the first part. The second part of the announcement was from the heavenly choir who chanted, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased.” In other words, this birth announced by angels certainly called attention to God and His majesty, but the announcement also made clear that the child born would be the source of peace for all those in whom He would take pleasure in their salvation. After the announcement of the birth, visitation instructions were given.
B.	It included visitation instructions ( “this is a sign and you will find”)
1.	This is a sign… A sign signifies something, it points to something. The angel had just said that a baby had been born on that very day. He was born in the “city of David”, which the shepherds identified as Bethlehem, and the angel called the baby the Savior, the Christ, the Lord. The confirmation of the truth of this announcement would be in what the shepherds would see when they found Him. 
2.	You will find… The sign that the child was the Lord would be a baby that was wrapped in strips of cloth and that would be lying in a manger. There may have been other Bethlehem babies born recently or that very night, but even so, no other baby would be wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in an animal feeding trough. That would be the sign. He was the one the angels announced. When the shepherds got there, that’s what they found! “This is the one the angels told us about!”
3.	In the cave or stable where the baby Jesus and the family were, there was no visible Shekinah glory, no visible light shining in the stable; there was no angel presence there. Those things did not need to be present. Why? The Lord of glory was there! How He was wrapped and where He was resting was the sign to the shepherds that this baby was indeed the Lord Christ! 
4.	As one writer said, “On a night like any other night, in an obscure village in Israel, unnoticed by the world, a child was born. But while His birth was like that of every other child, the child was unlike any other child ever born, either before or since. For this child was the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, deity in human flesh, Israel’s long-awaited Messiah, the Savior of the world. In His birth, God entered human society as an infant; the creator of the universe became a man; the eternal ‘Word became flesh, and dwelt among us’” (MacArthur, Luke 1-5, p. 139-140). The birth announcement came as an angel proclamation! But there was more to this announcement.
II.	THE ASTRONOMIC ELEMENT TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT (Matthew 2:1-2, 7, 9-10) – A great distance away something unusual was seen in the sky by a few who happened to be looking. Perhaps no part of the account of Jesus’ birth and early life are more misunderstood than the account of the magi or wise men. Likely these men did not come to Bethlehem until several months after Jesus was born. Certainly, they did not arrive at the stable the night of His birth!  Jesus was with his earthly parents in a house in Bethlehem when they arrived. What made them come? What attracted their attention and resulted in making the long journey? What kind of announcement did God give to them? 
A.	What they saw and why they were looking
1.	These wise men are said to be from the East, but their number, names, mode of transportation to Palestine or even their country of origin remain uncertain. Magi are mentioned in the book of Daniel. These men appeared to have an interest in knowledge which probably included astronomy and/or astrology. 
2.	Almost 600 years earlier the prophet Daniel had been taken to Babylon and while there, he rose to a significant position as a prophet of God and a statesman in both the Babylonian and Persian empires. His canonical book of prophecy articulated the time to the very year of “the coming of an anointed one, the prince.” Daniel’s prophecies may well have been known to the magi – and they were looking for some confirmation at this time – and they saw it in the sky in the form of some type of a luminary.
2.	We’re told that they saw a “star”, but we are not sure what that actually was. Speculation is rampant – Jupiter, a rogue comet, a meteorite. It may have been similar to what the shepherds saw, described as the glory of God. Putting together what likely had been passed down by Daniel, they headed toward the Jewish capital to try to find this King of the Jews. This “star” did not actually lead them to Jerusalem. It was a sign in the sky that something had happened! They traveled to the capital city, assuming someone there could answer their question.    
B.	What they again saw and what they found
1.	When the magi got to Jerusalem, they apparently started asking questions – “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” They probably assumed that a king would be in the city of the Jews. The presence of a traveling emissary asking questions about a new king didn’t take long to come to the King Herod’s attention. We will talk about the source of that information in a moment.
2.	After they had been called in to have a private, secret meeting with King Herod, and told to find the baby king and then return to Herod to let him know where He was, they set out toward Bethlehem, just 4-5 miles away.
3.	That star, which seemingly had disappeared, reappeared and actually led them to the very home were Jesus was residing – very much like the cloud and fire the Israelites had experienced in their wilderness wanderings centuries earlier. So, there was an angelic element of the birth announcement and an astronomical element in the birth announcement, but there was also…      
III.	THE PROPHETIC ELEMENT OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT (Matthew 2:1-6)
A.	The source of the wise men’s understanding and their response  
1.	They saw the star, but where did the information come from for them to ask the question, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?”  Daniel not only had written about the anointed one and the coming prince (Daniel 9:25), but Daniel likely also exposed other prophetic texts which spoke of when and where this King of the Jews would be born, to the wise men with whom he was associated. That information was likely passed down. 
2.	Remember that many Jews had married and raised families in Babylon and Persia and had continued to communicate the OT promises of a coming Messiah and King. Putting the promises and the time and the prophecies and the unusual star in the sky all together, they believed the prophecies had been fulfilled and they pursued what they believed to be true until it was confirmed by their visit with the infant King!     
B.	The source of the chief priests/scribes’ understanding and response  
1.	When Herod got wind of the wise men and their questions, his first response was to call together the chief priests and scribes in Israel, asking what they might know about such prophecies. 
2.	They knew something about the OT Scripture and quoted the words of the prophet Micah to Herod, “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
3.	Believing that to be reliable information, Herod ordered the wise men to go to Bethlehem to find the infant king and then return to him so that he too could “come and worship him.”  And we know that he did not wish to worship the Lord, but to kill Him! There’s the story of the birth announcement. Interesting, but, so what? 
Conclusion 
1. Consider with me who “heard” the announcement and who missed it. Why to shepherds? – we will deal with that next week, but the point to be made today is that God chose to reveal this to them. God could have come to anyone, but He chose shepherds. Shepherds were not considered trustworthy. They were not allowed to testify in a court of law. They were generally despised – but the only people who were specifically told of Jesus birth on the night He was born were these shepherds. There was no missing this announcement, and there was no way the shepherds would have passed on responding! It was assumed – even mandated that the shepherds would go – “You will find…”
2. The wise men from the east – they were reading and studying and anticipating and watching. Their actions were influenced by what they understood from God’s revelation. In a general way, they noticed something in the skies that was unusual. Others likely saw it, but only these men paid attention and sought to understand. They also took what they knew from the Scriptures and acted on them. And when they did, they were drawn to Jesus, which led to worship!   
3. Consider the people and the political and religious leaders in Israel. They did not hear, see or have any idea what had happened! They had the OT Scriptures, but they had little understanding concerning the content. Even those who figured it out – the chief priests and scribes, were not affected by what they discovered. Why? Because their hearts remained cold and dead toward the things of God. They did not believe what God had promised. 
4. John MacArthur tells a story that helps to illustrate the point. “On a plane trip several years ago, I was hoping that whoever sat next to me would take a nap and not want to talk, so I could get some urgent work done. The Lord obviously had other plans, because as soon as the man next to me saw I was studying, he asked if I were a teacher. I replied that I was not a classroom teacher but that I did teach the Bible. His next question was, ‘Can you tell me how to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ?’ After I explained the way of salvation, he received Christ. He was looking for God’s light and like the magi, when he saw it he knew it” (MacArthur, Luke, vol. 1, p. 30).    
5. Why did I see and believe what many also saw but rejected? Why did the Scriptures make sense and seem clear in bringing me to a place of believing God’s good news about His salvation that could cleanse me of my sin and give me eternal life? Why did I accept this as truth and not some myth or fairy tale? Why did believing, accepting this as truth, lead to worship? The answer is found in Him, not in me, not in us. Like the shepherds, God made it plain to me; I couldn’t avoid it. Like the wise men, what God revealed, His revelation compelled me to respond. Like the shepherds and the wise men, when I encountered Jesus, I didn’t have to be told to worship Him. That’s what people do when they are brought, by God to faith in His Son. 
6. Referring to the birth account in Matthew, commentator William Hendriksen writes, “Everything else is left out of the picture in order that the full emphasis may be placed on this one thing, namely, ‘We have come to worship him.’ We are not given a detailed description of the star. We are not told how the magi connected this star with his birth. We are not told how many magi there were, how they were dressed, how they died, or were they were buried. All that and much more is purposely left in the shade in order that against this dark background the light may shine forth all the more brilliantly. These wise men, whoever they were, wherever they came from, came to worship him! In the present instance, as is clear from verse 11, this can mean nothing less than that it was their intention to fall down before the Messianic King in humble adoration. Matthew is telling all who read this story or hear it read, that they too must do the same” (New Testament Commentary - Matthew, p. 155). 
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