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Introduction
1. If you were to describe God, where would you begin? Call them out…
2. The word most often used to describe the character qualities of God is attributes. These are the qualities or “perfections” of God that describe for us what God is like. I take the word, “perfections” from the Puritan writers who recognized that all that God is, is perfect. For example, God is holy. His holiness is a perfect holiness. God is merciful. His mercy is a perfect mercy.
3. I have a half dozen or so books in my personal library on the “attributes” or perfections of God. Here is a list compiled from those books: God is unchanging (immutable). He is all knowing (omniscient). He is everywhere present (omnipresent). He is all powerful (omnipotent). He is majestic. God is all wise. God is love. God is a God of grace. He is a God of mercy. God is a God of wrath. God is characterized by goodness and severity. He is a jealous God – remember these are perfections, so, this is a perfect, righteous jealousy. He is a sovereign God (in complete control). He is patient. He is a God of perfect justice. He is infinite. He is holy. He is faithful. He is the God of glory.  He is a triune God. One writer labeled an attribute “immensity” meaning that He is not far away but present all the time. He is transcendent, meaning that He is above all things. God is self-existent and self-sufficient. Nothing brought Him into existence and He needs nothing to exist. God is eternal. Some of those attributes overlap. We would do well to spend some time just thinking about the God who is revealed in the Scriptures. That would be time well invested! 
4. One of the perfections of God that we have not yet mentioned is the generosity of God.  I suppose we could also label this attribute the extravagance of God. The things that He does are over the top! We can see His generosity in several of the other attributes, but I want to focus on that for a few minutes with you. 
5. Last week, as we were studying Luke, Jesus was teaching, telling His audience not to be anxious. His remedy for anxiety was attached to our understanding of and confidence in the attributes of God. Jesus spoke of God’s providence, providing for all our needs, His sovereignty, in that He is in complete control of all things, His generosity in everything He supplies, and His goodness since everything He does flows out of His goodness.  I was arguing that if we embrace God as providential, sovereign, generous and good, we have no reason to be anxious. I believe that is what Jesus was saying.
6. Last week I also mentioned the generosity of God as seen in creation and in our salvation. I suggested that some people think God is stingy, that He holds out on them. But that is not true! All that He does is to the extreme! His generosity can be seen in His creative works and in His gracious gifts. I love that passage in Ephesians 1 – “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us...”  Paul would tell the church at Rome in chapter 8, 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Do you see His extreme generosity affirmed and displayed?
7. I want to return today to the generosity of God, the extravagance of God, if you will, in relation to what He has done for all those who have embraced Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. God’s extravagant generosity comes into view in Ephesians 2, when we get to verse 4, “But God…”  
8. In order to get the best view of the extravagant generosity of God, we need to see it expressed and applied in the correct context of what we were before He called us out, before He gave us new life, and then see what God accomplished as He redeemed us.   
I.	GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY EXPRESSED (Let’s view this…)
A.	Against the backdrop of our condition – you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked
1.	Whether we like it or not or think it fair or not, we are sinners and sinners are under the judgment of God. We inherited sin from Adam and Eve. We were born into it. We were born sinners, condemned as sinners. We inherited the sentence of death. 
2.	Spiritually we were born separated from God, which is described in the Bible as being dead in “trespasses and sins.” Further, we were from our beginnings, enemies of God. Spiritually speaking we were dead, and we were powerless to do anything to change our condition. That is our condition. Paul nailed it. But there’s more. We need to view God’s extravagant generosity…
B.	Against the place of our allegiance – following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience
1.	As enemies of God we formed an alliance with other enemies of God. We became allies with this present world system. What the world was doing apart from God, we wanted to do. The world was the system that operated in defiance of God and we were allied with it. 
2.	If our alliance was with the world, our allegiance was to the prince of the power of the air, the prince of this world, the devil himself. Satan who tempted Adam and Eve in the garden continues his reign, for now, over this fallen world. And most people are okay with that. So, we were allied with the world, in allegiance with the devil, in defiance of God. Are you getting the picture? There’s more.
C.	Against the depravity of our actions – among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. We were depraved and we acted like it – just like everyone else!
1.	Let’s go backwards to the time of the flood. I’m guessing that there were at least hundreds of thousands of people. God destroyed all of them except one family of eight people. Why did God have the right to do that? Consider the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. God brought fire down from heaven and burned up both cities and everyone in them. Why did He have the right to do that? Consider the Babylonians destroying Solomon’s temple and the city of Jerusalem, slaughtering thousands of people and taking the survivors of the nation of Judah captive. The Babylonians did that, but they were tools in the hands of God to bring the destruction. Why did God have the right to do that? Less than 40 years after Jesus’ ascension back to heaven, the Romans came and once again destroyed the city of Jerusalem and all that was in the city. Like Babylon, Rome was God’s instrument for judgment against His own people. Why did He have the right to do that? Consider every person who ever lived or ever will live, will die as God’s judgment against sin. Why does God have the right to do that? And for all those who have or will fail to believe in Him, are now, or will after death, be held and tormented in a place of judgment forever! Why does God have the right to do that?
2.	He made everything. He is sovereign over all things. He is holy. We are sinners from conception and sinners by nature and practice, and we really don’t care if we are offending a holy God. In the eyes of human beings, He is not important. We are. 
3.	Putting this all together, our condition is corrupt, our allegiance is to the devil, and everything we do confirms that. Nothing we do gains us any favor with God, and we are not out to please Him. God is our enemy! That’s the background to God’s response. What do you think God should do? Doesn’t He have the right to destroy the whole thing if He wants to? But check this out… 
II.	GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY APPLIED - But God… Sometimes those two words can be frightening as was the case for people like Adam and David after they sinned. But often they can be words of great relief. There are dozens of examples in the Scriptures. Joseph told his brothers, “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good.” The psalmist (Psalm 49) despairingly wrote, 7 Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life, 8 for the ransom of their life is costly and can never suffice, 9 that he should live on forever and never see the pit. But then in verse 15 he declared, But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me. Psalm 73 declares, My flesh and my heart may fail, not the most pleasant news you will receive today, but he continues, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. We were lost and dead and doomed without God and without hope…but God, in His extravagant generosity changed everything! What did God do? 
A.	He extended His mercy (He withheld judgment) being rich in mercy
1.	When God holds back judgment that we absolutely deserve, that’s mercy! Given who God is and given the record of our attitude and responses toward Him (remember the backdrop painted for us earlier) we deserved the outpouring of His wrath. There is not one good reason why God should show us anything but His righteous wrath…
2. But God, being rich in mercy… He withholds His judgment. That’s amazing, given who we are, but there is more!  
B.	He demonstrated His love (He saved us from sin by redeeming us from condemnation)
1.	Most of you know this but it’s good for us to review. Everything about God is perfect and that includes perfect justice. God’s justice would be less than perfect if His righteous wrath was not satisfied. Sin has the penalty of death attached. In order to allow the guilty to go free, the penalty still had to be paid. And that could only happen if one who was innocent took the place of the one who was guilty. That was pictured in the OT with the sacrifice of animals. When people sinned, they sacrificed an animal to die in their place, to take the punishment that they deserved. The blood of animals, however, could not separate people from their sins, that blood could not cleanse them from their sins. Only a perfect, eternal sacrifice could cleanse from sin.
2.	Paul says it best in another one of those “but God” statements in Romans 5 – But God shows his love for us in that while we were sinners, Christ died for us.  
3.	We deserve everything that God could pour out on us in regard to judgment, but He held it back – that’s His mercy, and in love He provided a worthy sacrifice to take our place to purchase for us redemption. But He is not done yet!  
C.	He gave His grace (Making us alive by raising us from the dead and seating us with Christ). This is where we really see the extravagant generosity of God! He holds back what we deserve; He buys back what really belongs to Him, and then He blesses us beyond belief!  
1.	To be made alive means that we were dead before that happened. And to be made alive in Christ means that we have our life in Him. And we were raised with Him. He died once for all, never to die again, and He lives forevermore. When we received God’s gracious gift of salvation, we were raised with Him to new life, never to be separated from God ever again. We were given eternal life! Is that all? No, there’s more! 
2.	We are seated with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. What does that mean? To be seated is to be settled. It is done. It is a finished deal. We are here, but our place with the Lord in heaven is certain and secure. The contract is signed in the blood of Jesus! And that promise from God Himself comes with a mark of ownership and a guarantee that God will keep His Word – that mark and guarantee is none other than the presence of God with us and in us in the person of the Holy Spirit of God! That is over the top, the extravagant generosity of God! Is that all? No, there’s more! 
D.	He put on display His kindness    
1.	The kindness and grace He has shown us will be on display forever. When the angels see us in glory we will be living demonstrations of the immeasurable riches of the grace and mercy of God!
2.	We will be in heaven as examples of how extravagant and generous our God is. He took dead, miserable, disobedient, disrespectful, detestable pieces of garbage and made them into a testimony of His redeeming love! That is what He did for us if we have trusted His Son for our salvation!  
Conclusion 
1. I would call that extravagant generosity to the max! What would you call it? But Paul was not yet done. In verse 11 he says, “Therefore…” He is drawing a conclusion based on what he has just said. He takes us back again, calls us to remember again, what we were before Christ saved us. He tells us we were separated from God; we were without hope in the world. We had no connections to the promises of God. In verse 13, Paul does what he did in verse 4 – “But now in Christ Jesus…”
2. We have been brought near by the blood of Christ (v. 13). We have been given peace with God (v. 14). We have been set free from the demands of the Law that condemned us (v. 15). We have been reconciled to God at God’s own expense (through the cross) (v. 16). We have access to the Father through the Son by the Spirit (v. 18). We belong to the family of God (v. 19). That is extravagant generosity! 
3. How do you feel about that? Does that make you want to go out and sin against Him? Does that make you want to make a new alliance with the enemy? Doesn’t that make you want to praise Him? Doesn’t that make you want to please Him? Doesn’t that make you want to do anything and everything to bring honor to Him and to His name? 
4. It should, if you know Him as your Savior. But if you don’t, you don’t want to know what is in store for you. Can you imagine considering all that God has done and saying, “No thanks. I have no interest in God or His love or His grace or His mercy or His generosity. I think I will just take my chances and see what happens…” Please, don’t do that. Trust Him. Ask Him to save you today from your sin. Ask Him to forgive you today for those sins against Him. Ask Him to bring you into His family. And if you do, you will understand what I am saying about the extravagant generosity of God!   
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