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CALLED AND SENT
9 And he called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. 3 And he said to them, “Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not have two tunics. 4 And whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart. 5 And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave that town shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them.” 6 And they departed and went through the villages, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere. 7 Now Herod
the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was perplexed, because it was said by some that John had been raised from the dead, 8 by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the prophets of old had risen. 9 Herod said, “John I beheaded, but who is this about whom I hear such things?” And he sought to see him.

Introduction
1. On the surface, it may seem like there is not a lot going on in this passage. Jesus gives an opportunity to His disciples to represent Him by doing some things that normally He alone would be doing because He was the only one who could do those things. 

2. Verse 1 tells us that Jesus gave them power and authority to do some miraculous things. Verse 2 tells us that He sent them out to make a proclamation about the Kingdom (or reign) of God. Verses 3 through 5 tell us that Jesus said to them, that is, He gave them instructions what to take or not take, and how to respond on their brief field test. Verse 6 tells us that they went as instructed. 

3. Then in verses 7 through 9 we are re-introduced to Herod the tetrarch. He was the “king” who had put John the Baptist to death. When he hears what Jesus is doing, he starts wondering if he actually did get rid of John, or maybe he had come back from the dead, or maybe Elijah or one of the prophets had risen from the dead and appeared. He was perplexed. He was asking the who question about Jesus. 

4. Putting the first six verses together, against the backdrop of Herod, it seems that Luke is helping us to understand something about the true King, Jesus, and the true Kingdom and the true message of the Kingdom, namely the Gospel, something His disciples both then and now need to know. So, we need to dig in and understand what Luke is communicating. To help us understand the text, I am formulating the outline using three questions regarding the King, the Kingdom and the Kingdom message.   
I.
WHO IS THE KING?
A.
The answer for you may or may not be Jesus
1.
“Who is He?” remains a question for many! The answers from the people in the text included John raised from the dead, Elijah or one of the prophets from of old. But Jesus was not an OT prophet; the OT prophets ended with John the Baptist who had just been killed by Herod. Jesus was the fulfillment of the prophets’ prophecies about the coming King and Kingdom of God!

2.
Funny/sad story happened to me years ago. I went to visit a person who had been part of this church for a long time. We had had a significant amount of contact over the years. She was developing dementia. She was at the end of the hallway talking to another resident. I greeted her and we talked and I read some Scripture and we prayed. I said goodbye and turned to walk away. Said the other resident, “What that your pastor?” “Not my pastor”, said she! For many Jesus may be seen as King, but not their king. They really have no interest in Jesus ruling their lives. 
B.
The answer for the disciples was Jesus
1.
Here Jesus is giving them power and authority. Power is the energy, the force, the capacity to do something. Authority is the right to use that power. The disciples received both from Jesus whom they had seen exercise power and authority many times. This was a big deal. 
2.
Think about this. They were given power to cast out demons – the same power Jesus had just demonstrated on the guy with a legion of demons. They were able to heal human bodies even as Jesus healed the woman with the twelve-year hemorrhage that we just read about last week! And it wasn’t because of who they were. It was power and authority given to them from the Lord – kingdom power that came from the King! He specifically gave this power and authority to the twelve.  

C.
The answer for Herod clearly was not Jesus, but himself (v. 9)
1.
Actually, Herod is utterly confused concerning Jesus’ identity. He is an example of one who hears but does not understand. He has no clue!
2.
Herod’s only real concern was that Jesus might be a threat to his kingdom. He was not in the manner in which Herod assumed. But the threat was actually greater. For the kingdom Herod ruled was passing away. Jesus’ Kingdom, which is not of this world, will remain. (We have a question to answer. Who is the King? Are we the king? Or is Jesus the King? That where we start with this passage).   
II.
 WHAT IS THE KINGDOM?
A.
The kingdom is the authority to rule and to exercise that rule.
1.
Even the instructions about what to take and not to take and where to stay and not stay, say something about the Kingdom of God and the expected response to it.

2.
Taking nothing extra exhibited the disciples’ detachment from the cares and concerns of this world, as well as showing their dependence upon God. Their physical needs were to be supplied by the hospitality of those who would receive both them and their message. Remaining in one house would caution them from seeking “better accommodations” or falling subject to the charge that they were either beggars or peddlers of the Gospel, hawking it for personal gain. 

3.
The Kingdom is about God’s reign, about His rule, about His authority over all. It is interesting that Jesus’ instructions are negative with reference to things and positive with reference to relationships. 
4.
If this proclamation made by the disciples was rejected, they were to leave, shaking the dust off their feet. This was a warning, a testimony against those who rejected them. It was a symbol of impending doom if they failed to repent and believe the message that was demonstrated and given. 

5.
The disciples were empowered and were as successful as Jesus in the outworking of that power. This would be a foretaste of their ministry after the resurrection. We can see that in Luke’s other book, the Acts of the Apostles. So, the Kingdom is the authority to rule and the exercise of that rule.    

B.
The kingdom is the kingdom of God and comes through the proclamation of the Gospel of God
1.
We don’t bring the kingdom. The kingdom is of God’s doing. We can receive the kingdom but we can’t establish it. We can reject the kingdom, but we cannot destroy it. We can proclaim the kingdom and we might even suffer for the kingdom but we do not establish the kingdom.
2.
It is interesting that in the text, he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal and we are told that, they departed and went through the villages, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere. The proclamation of the kingdom of God was the preaching of the Gospel of God.  And that leads us to the third question.
III.
 WHAT IS THE KINGDOM MESSAGE?
A.
The message of the twelve 
1.
Greater than the power given, was the message they proclaimed. What was their message? It wasn’t so much about a future kingdom. The message was that the kingdom was here because the King was here! It had come. The Kingdom of God is the reign of God, the sovereignty of God.  
2.
The power and authority to heal was the evidence for the proclamation of the Gospel. The kingdom is here because the King is here and watch this – the authenticity of that power and authority. And they healed the sick and delivered people from demonic oppression. Jesus had been doing that, but He was soon to depart by way of the cross and resurrection and ascension. He was leaving these men behind to proclaim the rule of God over all. This was the dress rehearsal. That was the message to the twelve.
B.
The message as we understand it – The message of the Kingdom is that God, in His grace and mercy, has not left us to our own self destruction, but has Himself come in the flesh to rescue us from the dominion of darkness and the kingdom of this world (and its prince, Satan), and the bondage of this passing age, to welcome us by grace into a God-directed, everlasting rule and reign, resulting, for the residents of the kingdom, everlasting life and joy and light and love and hope (Duncan, January 10, 2010). 
1.
In contrast, John Piper writes, “The essence of the Fall of Eve and Adam and all of us in Adam, is the supreme pleasure we have in being independent and deciding for ourselves what is true and right and beautiful rather than finding supreme pleasure in God as the fountain of all that is true and right and beautiful. The essence of the Fall is preferring to be God than to enjoy God.” 
2.
People want to be their own king; they do not want to abandon their rule and bow to the rule of God. Remember the prayer Jesus taught the disciples in the Sermon on the Mount? “Your Kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” There is more to this than an earthly Kingdom where Jesus sits on the throne for a thousand years. This is a prayer for the rule and reign of God in the lives of people even now. 

3.
Do we accept that rule, or do we try to usurp His rule? One prominent pastor and Bible teacher writes, “I’ve lived my life for this message of the kingdom and I’ve proclaimed this message of the kingdom, but oh, I look at this world too often and I say, ‘I so want what the world gives.’ And when I do, I betray a part of my heart that has not been captured by this kingdom, this kingdom that will not end. You see why Jesus says to His disciples, ‘Don’t take anything’?  
C.
The outworking of the message
1.
We can seek happiness and satisfaction and pleasure our way and even believe we have it, at least for a time, but it will end in death and we will lose everything.
2.
Or, we can seek God and His Kingdom, bowing to His authority, and we will discover that everything we needed and wanted – all of that was added to us! 

3.
Why, again, were the disciples told to bring nothing? When we go on a brief journey, we need not bring much. We can travel light, really light. Their message was paramount. They didn’t need to encumber themselves with a lot of excess baggage. But they also were not to appear as beggars who were looking to profit from others. They would stay with those who were supportive of their message and ministry and move on as appropriate – not taking from others but giving to them life. 
Conclusion
1. Kent Hughes wrote, “Luke 9:1-9 describes the apostles’ pre-Pentecost taste of the miraculous ministering power…that would characterize their ministry after Christ was gone. It was a dress rehearsal for the post-Pentecost gospel ministry of the Twelve, and as such, it reveals the principles of the gospel ministry necessary to fulfill Christ’s greater commission (24:46-47). It came at the end of Jesus’ Galilean ministry, when he brought the Twelve together and sent them on a brief preaching tour, effectively completing Galilee’s ‘season of grace.’ Some of the specific directives were applicable for the tour only, but the principles are universal.”
2. We are sent to communicate the Gospel of the Kingdom (the Gospel of the reign of Jesus Christ). We do not need to authenticate the message with signs and miracles to picture in physical terms the spiritual reality of deliverance from sin and death. It has already been authenticated by the Apostles and that authenticity has been recorded in the Scripture. We are to give ourselves to the proclamation of the Gospel. Years ago, Jack Hayford wrote a chorus we sometimes sing here. It’s called “Majesty.” One line, however, takes what Jesus did here with the twelve and applies that to all believers – “Majesty, Kingdom authority, flow from His throne unto His own…” There is really no Biblical support for this. The authenticity has already been established.
3. He’s the King; we’re not. But we represent the King. We are to be proclaiming the message of the King. Our changed lives are a testimony to the power and authority that rests in the King to change the lives of those to whom we proclaim the “gospel of the Kingdom.” We must never forget that He is King – over us and over all.  
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