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     KEEP PRAYING
5 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 11 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Introduction

1. If the passage last week was calling us to pray and giving us a skeletal outline for prayer, this week’s text is calling us to keep on praying, not to stop praying. This passage has been misunderstood and misapplied. Actually, I was almost finished writing this when I changed my mind as to how I understood what Jesus was teaching. We are going to make the effort to pay attention to what Jesus is saying and see how that will help us in our quest to learn to keep praying.

2. Jesus was still talking to His disciples in the context of their request, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  Part of the instruction involves the importance, the need to keep praying. But I think this passage is also teaching us that God does answer. 
3. You heard me read the text. If you were to give me one word to describe this passage, what would that word be? I would not be surprised if there was a consensus that Jesus was teaching us to be persistent in prayer. If you read commentators, many go into great detail about the guy who came to his neighbor’s house looking for bread, that he wouldn’t take no for an answer. Then comes the instruction that we are to ask and seek and knock and the implication is to keep doing it. So, the consensus interpretation is persistence. Further, a few chapters later (18) there is a story about a woman before a judge. It was her persistence that caused the judge to rule in her favor. Is that the primary take-away? I’m no longer convinced. I think it is not our persistence in prayer that is being taught. It is God grace toward our prayers that takes center stage. We keep praying because we desperately need God!   
I.
KEEP PRAYING – THE ILLUSTRATION (5-8)
A. 
 Near-eastern hospitality
1.
Some of you come from the deep south and you know what hospitality is. If you have guests, you lay out the spread! As good as that is, near-eastern hospitality was beyond that. If someone came to your house, you provided for them with more attention than you would your own family. 
2.
Everyone who heard Jesus telling this story would have been instantly tuned in. A friend shows up unannounced and it’s late and you have nothing in the house to set before them – nothing! (Loren Congdon’s mother-in-law (pastor’s wife) and a women’s luncheon – she was plan and secure the food and totally forgot). Sheer panic! That’s what’s going on here! 

3.
So, this man leaves his guest in his home and in the middle of the night runs down the street to another friend’s house and knocks on his door asking for help. He wasn’t asking his friend to cater a banquet. He was asking for three rolls – enough for one person. The rolls should be unbroken. To give left-overs would be considered an insult.  Again, in Near-eastern culture, you would get up and give what you had to your friend who had an immediate need. Being in bed, kids already asleep – none of that would matter. You would answer the request of your friend.     

B.
The refusal to help 
1.
“Go away! Everyone is asleep!” This would be a shocking response to Jesus’ hearers. These, frankly, were flimsy excuses toward the friend who was in need. 

2.
The typical interpretation of this parable is that the guy in need is relentless, and wears down his neighbor’s resistance, and the neighbor finally surrenders and gives the guy the food for which he asked so he can go back to sleep! Look carefully at verse 8 – I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. We need to understand what the term impudence means and we also need to determine to whom this term applied. Let me read it again. Whose impudence is in question – the needy friend or the sleeping neighbor? 
C.
The “impudent” response  
1.
If you hear the word “impudence” what comes to mind? My “smart look-up” on my computer defined it as, “rudeness, disrespect, insolence, audacity, brazenness, shamelessness.” Did the translators make a mistake by using this snarky term? If you are using, for example, the NASB, it says, “persistence.” How did persistence become “impudence?” Is impudence the correct word? The word actually means doing something in a way that transgresses the rules of acceptable behavior.   

2.
Read the verse again. I think the term impudence is being applied to sleeping friend, not to the friend looking for bread. It was the behavior of making excuses and telling the friend to go away without meeting his need that was considered rude or disrespectful. In a small Palestinian village, word would quickly spread that the sleeper failed to offer hospitality. That would not only shame him, but also bring shame on the entire village. Realizing that, the sleeping friend got up and gave the friend in need that for which he asked.  
3.
Then Jesus makes a comparison or a contrast going from the lesser to the greater. David Garland explains, “If a friend grants your request in the middle of the night even though he is asleep and tempted to put you off with the weakest of excuses, he will respond out of a desire to keep his name from shame if not from friendship. How much more readily, then, will a loving God respond to prayer. But the parable also ties into the first petition of the Lord’s Prayer for God to sanctify his name. God also has a name and reputation to preserve, who makes a name for Himself by redeeming his people and doing great and awesome things for them” p. 469). 
5.
It would be embarrassing to have nothing to set before guests. So, it was necessary to ask someone to meet the need. When we ask God to meet our needs, He will not act be like the sleeping friend who has to be shamed into action. He is ready to answer. So, we pray. 
6.
Luke will tell another story in chapter 18 about prayer.  A woman continued to bother a judge in order to get justice. The judge cared nothing for the woman or her case, but because she was persistent in asking every day, wearing him out, he finally gave her that for which she was asking. The point of that parable was also arguing from the lesser to the greater. The unjust judge responded even though he cared nothing for the case because of the woman’s persistence. The sleeping neighbor here responded to his friend’s need because of the shame that would come if he failed to do so. God, however, answers our prayers for none of those reasons. He answers because He is a loving Father who promises to give us our daily bread when we ask!  
II.
 KEEP PRAYING – THE APPLICATION (9-10)
A.
Ask, seek and knock…
1.
Why must we ask and seek and knock? It is because we are more in need than we realize. The challenges before us are far greater than we understand. We are not self-sufficient. Our cupboard is bare! Only God can meet those needs. And He expects us to ask! Among other things, asking demonstrates that we get it – we understand the dire need and also His gracious provision. When we ask, we are demonstrating our dependence on Him.
2.
Therefore, we are to keep on asking and keep on seeking and keep on knocking. There is an emphasis here on persistence. These terms are “present imperatives” – present tense commands, which could be translated, “keep on asking…”, etc. But we are not persistent in order to wear God out so that He will give us what we want. We are persistent because it honors His name to answer our prayers. 

3.
To review, last week we talked about “When you pray, say, Father…give us each day our daily bread…” As we keep on asking and seeking and knocking, we are affirming that all that we need comes from Him and He provides daily as we ask for what we need. In our minds and hearts, the Lord maintains first place in the course of our daily lives.  As we continue in prayer to God, we are given the assurance of His nearness and His dearness to us. 

4.
One writer said it this way: “If you’re His child, if you've trusted in Jesus Christ, if you know Him as God and Savior, the way you experience His on-going assurance of you, presence with you, promises to you, power for you, is in prayer, so that if you do not pray, you do not experience that. No wonder Jesus says be persistent, be regular, be continual, be constant, because prayer is the means of communion with the living God” (Duncan, June 20, 2010). And notice the promises He gives.
B.
Received, found, opened… 
1.
What is Jesus saying? He is telling us that we can expect God to answer our prayers. There are no qualifiers stated. You keep asking and He keeps answering. The “health and wealth” people, the “name it, claim it” folks love this text, but I think they are totally missing the point of Jesus’ teaching.  
2.
The basis of the answers to our prayers is not our prayers as we pray them, but His goodness as He answers them. God’s answers to our prayers are always good – even if we cannot see that at the time. We may not receive what we are asking for because it is not good for us. What we receive may not seem good at all – but God always gives good gifts to His children! To help us see this, Jesus continues with this final story to explain what He is saying.  
III.
 KEEP PRAYING – THE EXPLANATION (11-13)
A.
A son’s request and a father’s response
1.
The story is extreme to make the point. What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent… “Hey, Dad, can I have a fish?” and Dad gives his son a snake? “Hey, Dad, can I have an egg?” and Dad gives him a scorpion? 

2.
Maybe there is a Dad somewhere who would be so evil to do this, but generally speaking this would just never happen between a Dad and his son!  The Dad is not going to give the son something that is going to hurt his son. He doesn’t give bad gifts to his children! 
3.
One chapter back, when Jesus commissioned the 72 disciples, He said, “Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.”  This is an allusion to the evil one. God has promised to destroy the enemy, not give as a gift! 
B.
Evil dads and the Heavenly Father 
1.
Not even a father of evil repute would give such things as gifts to his son. How much more will a holy God grant good gifts, even the best gift, the Holy Spirit!   
2.
Calvin said, “God does not answer our prayers as we pray them, but as we would pray them if we were wiser.” 
 
Conclusion 
1. One writer said, “God gives his children the best answers to their prayers. He gives himself. He gave his Son to us on the cross, and he gives his Spirit to us for daily living. He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him give us every good thing? We can live in daily dependence on God because our Father will give us the necessary thing: the Holy Spirit. Through the Spirit, God provides all we truly need to defeat temptation, forgive sin, and find daily bread” (T. Anyabwile, Christ Centered Exposition Exalting Jesus in Luke p. 188).  
2. As disciples of Jesus, we have been taught to pray. Now we need to pray and keep praying. He will answer. Persistence might be commendable, but it is not mandatory. As one person said, “Luke is not teaching that one may bend God’s will be bending God’s ear.”
3. God graciously provides, but He commands us to ask. We need to keep praying.  
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