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       	  		       GOD KNOWS OUR HEARTS

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 15 And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. 16 “The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God is preached, and everyone forces his way into it. 17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the Law to become void. 18 “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.

Introduction
1. After telling the story of the unjust manager to His disciples in the first part of this chapter, Jesus followed the story with several points of application. He reminded His hearers that wealth and possessions were to be viewed from eternity. As the unjust manager was shrewd to secure his future, so we believers are to be wise in using what we have to make a difference for eternity. Often God gives material blessings, not as reward for faithfulness, but as a test to see how we might handle greater responsibility. He warned that money and possessions can be idolized; and it is not possible to serve two masters. If money is our master, we will not serve the Lord. 
2. The Pharisees were listening, but they were not buying! They believed they were spiritually superior and they also were lovers of money. In this brief paragraph Jesus makes them face the reality of their true love. 
3. It is interesting in verse 1 that the parable begins with, “There was a rich man…” Jesus tells a second parable at the end of the chapter, and it begins exactly the same way, “There was a rich man…”  The issue of riches and how we view them and use them is definitely in the context. In looking at how we view riches and use them, the condition of our hearts is revealed. I think that is what we have here.
4. These words, like those we considered earlier, have not been easy to understand, but I think if we work at it we will be able to see what Jesus was saying and why. A good hook we can hang our thoughts on today is this: God knows our hearts. Let’s watch what He does with that knowledge.       
[bookmark: _GoBack]I.	GOD KNOWS OUR HEARTS AND HE SHOWS US WHAT THEY LOOK LIKE – Jesus starts by showing us the condition of the hearts of the Pharisees. I have chosen three words to describe their hearts as God saw them.
A. 	Idolatrous (worshiping the wrong god)
1.	Jesus had made the case in 16:13, No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. From that, Luke deduces that the Pharisees were “lovers of money.” 
2.	Since that was true, they could not be serving God or loving God. Their love and service had been directed toward money and away from God. They had made money their idol. Whatever the Pharisees thought of themselves, the God who knows our hearts made it clear that the Pharisees and everyone else who elevates money to such a position is worshiping the wrong god. Their hearts were idolatrous. They were also…  
B.	Incredulous (believing the wrong things) 
1.	The Pharisees had heard what Jesus said and they knew that much of what He said was directed toward them, but they refused to believe Him. 
2.	They were incredulous against Him. Incredulity is “the state of being unwilling or unable to believe something.” The Pharisees were unwilling to believe what Jesus was saying about them was true! But they did not just dismiss what Jesus said as not true or as something with which they disagreed. Instead, they were…  
C.	Insolent (responding the wrong way) 	 
1.	They were rude and arrogant as they ridiculed Jesus’ assessment! One commentary I was reading suggested that the Pharisees were less extravagant than the Sadducees, were thriftier and more practical than their religious counterparts. That may have been true, but their hearts were still in worship mode toward material things regarding their position in life. 
2.	Whatever they thought they were, the reactions they had toward what Jesus had said revealed the true state of their hearts! Can you imagine standing before the Lord Jesus Christ and mocking and ridiculing what He was saying? 
3.	Even we can be dense when a certain less than desirable character quality is pointed out. Sometimes we must be told why that is wrong. That’s what Jesus does next.  
II.	GOD KNOWS OUR HEARTS AND HE SHOWS US WHAT’S WRONG WITH THEM – The Pharisees prided themselves as keepers of the Law. Frankly, they went to the extreme. Let’s talk about tithing for a moment. Using the OT principle of giving back 10%, suppose you had been taught that you were to tithe 10 percent of all that you earned. You get your paycheck and you look at it and you figure out what 10 percent would be to give back to God. Is that 10 percent of your gross income or your net? Do you include other things too such as garden produce? You “earned” that. The Pharisees would tithe their gross and everything else because they were keepers of the Law in its strictest sense. At least that’s how they viewed themselves! But God knows our hearts. How did He view them?
A.	We break the Law in what we exalt 
1.	The last half of verse 15 says, “For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”  That’s reasonably clear, don’t you think? Were the Pharisees exalting anything over God? Look at the first half of the verse.
2.	The Pharisees were those who justified themselves before men. What does that mean? What they did was done to get recognition from people; what they did was to seek and receive people’s praise. Notice that little phrase in the middle of the verse – “but God knows your hearts.”
3.	Jesus is in the process of showing the Pharisees that they are actually breaking the very law they think they are keeping because the reason for what they are doing is that they might exalt themselves! If we are exalting ourselves, we are not exalting God. And if we are not exalting God, we are breaking His Law.  
B.	We break the Law in how we approach God
1.	The Law and the Prophets was speaking about the OT but it did not stop at Malachi. It continues to John the Baptist, who was the forerunner of Jesus. Do you remember John’s message? It was “the Kingdom of God is at hand.” And the Kingdom of God was at hand because of King was present – “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” The message of Jesus was the same as the message of John – and people were pressing in to see Jesus, to follow Jesus; they came in droves to hear of the Kingdom of God. But not the Pharisees. First, they yawned at Jesus’ teaching; then they sneered (we see that here); then they murdered Him! 
2.	There were many who were “pressing into the Kingdom” or as translated in my Bible, “forcing his way into it.” There were many who were hearing and believing, but not the Pharisees. Some had understood the narrow way, the hard way. And they had taken that path, but not the Pharisees. The message of the Kingdom, the message of the Gospel, the message of the Messiah and His salvation was in the OT. We are going to learn that in the next parable at the end of the chapter. Jesus told the couple He met after His resurrection the same thing. He opened the Scriptures to them. He would do the same for the disciples later that day. Years later, Paul would take the OT Scriptures read in the synagogues and show them Jesus and the good news of salvation – again, all from the OT Scriptures! It was there, but the ones who claimed to know the Law and to keep the Law, never saw the Lord of the Law in them! They never really heard what the very Lord of the Law was saying about the good news of the Kingdom of God!  
3.	The Law of God revealed the character of God and it revealed the character of all of us. In some ways the Law restrained the wicked actions of sinful people in the world. But it also revealed what was pleasing to God and what was not pleasing to God! They were breaking the Law of God by their inappropriate approach toward the God who had given to them His Law!   
C.	We break the Law in how we apply God’s Law
1.	The Pharisees, who prided themselves for keeping the Law of God, actually cared nothing for the law of God. No area was more revealing than what Jesus mentioned in verse 18. You could argue from Scripture that marriage was to be for life and the only thing that could break that bond was sexual immorality. But the Pharisees had a much softer view. If a wife burnt the husband’s bagel, he could divorce her, no questions asked. If he found a woman more attractive than his wife, he could divorce her and it was considered acceptable. 
2.	Jesus made the case that the Law was God’s Law, that it would be easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for any part of any letter of any word that makes up the Law to be voided. How could a Pharisee claim to be right with God, as a keeper of God’s Law and arbitrarily change God’s Law to suit his own whims?     
3.	God knows our hearts and He shows us what they look like. And if we see what He reveals and don’t react like we ought, He shows us what is wrong with our hearts and where that leads. But there is one more thing to be considered concerning our hearts.     
III.	GOD KNOWS OUR HEARTS AND HE SHOWS US WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT THEM
A.	We admit that He is right and we are wrong  
1.	This is hinted at throughout this chapter. Since God knows our hearts, and He knows everything, why would we ever deny what we are! You have seen people caught red handed, denying that they are guilty. “We have seen you. We have video. We have witnesses. We have evidence and you have it in your hands!” Multiply that to infinity, and that is what God has on each of us!
2.	What would make us think that we could somehow get out of that? The Apostle John would write in his first letter, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” He went on to say, “If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”  He is not a liar – He is truth personified! And what He says about us, we have no defense! 
3.	John went on to speak of confessing our sin. The very word confess means to say the same thing that God says about it. “God, you were right and I was wrong. Further, you are always right and I am often wrong. My sin is an abomination to you!  My sin is treason against you. My sin ridicules you and mocks you. It exalts me. I deserve whatever punishment you choose.”   
B.	We acknowledge that we have no defense before Him 
1.	What defense might you bring before an all-knowing, holy God to justify your sin? What would you say? “I don’t know?” Why didn’t you know? He even wrote it down for you! “I forgot”? “I don’t have to listen to you”?
2.	“Guilty!” That’s all we have! “Guilty!”   
C.	We appeal to His mercy
1.	“Be merciful to me a sinner.” Asking for mercy is recognition of guilt. It is saying, “I am guilty and I deserve whatever you would bring upon me. I am asking that you would spare me the judgment I deserve and allow me to go free. There is no basis for mercy to be given in the guilty heart of the condemned. 
2.	God does not owe us anything. And because God is just (righteous, holy), He cannot just let us go free and maintain His justice. Justice must be applied. The appropriate payment must be made against the offense committed. That payment was made by Jesus, the very one against whom we have so wickedly sinned. 
3.	To appeal to His mercy is to realize the payment He made. James wrote that mercy triumphs over judgment. But understand that mercy could only be extended to us because judgment without mercy was poured out on Jesus.    
Conclusion 
1. God knows our hearts. Through His Law He shows us what they look like. They are guilty and dirty and deserving of judgment. The Law is a declaration: This is perfection.  The Law is also a mirror: This is what you look like in your sin. 
2. The Law is also a revelation of God: “My righteousness can be applied to your debt and My mercy can be applied to your sentence of condemnation and My grace can be applied to your sin. For I have satisfied the justice of God in My substitutionary sacrifice on your behalf and I have transplanted My heart into you that you might know My love as a resident of My Kingdom for the glory of My name now and forever. It is that good news that I have given to you.” 
3. God knows my heart. God knows your heart. What does He know?     
4. J. C. Ryle says, “The truth of this solemn saying of Jesus appears on every side of us. We have only to look around the world and mark the things on which most people set their affections to see what Jesus says proved a hundred ways. Riches, honors, rank, pleasure — these are the chief objects for which the greater part of mankind are living. Yet these are the very things which God declares to be empty, vanity. And the love of them He warns us to beware. Praying and Bible reading and holy living and repentance and faith and grace and communion with God — these are things for which few people care at all, yet these are the things which God in His Bible is ever urging on our attention. The disagreement between these two things is glaring, painful and appalling. What God calls good, we call evil, and what God calls evil, we call good. But the more entirely we are of one mind with God as to what He calls good, the better we are prepared for the Day of Judgment. To love what God loves, to hate what God hates, to approve what God approves, this is the highest style of Christianity. The moment we find ourselves honoring anything which in the sight of God is lightly esteemed, we may be sure that there is something wrong in our souls.”
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