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         INTRODUCING THE SAVIOR
21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,    and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
Introduction

1. There are multiple themes running through this section of Scripture. Remember that Luke is writing to Theophilus, a Roman official, attempting to prove to him who Jesus is and that it is only through faith in Jesus that one can be saved from sin and granted eternal life. Theophilus was a Gentile. But this Gospel would also be read by Jews. It was important to include Jesus’ relationship to the Law of Moses, but also show that salvation was to be extended to the whole world. Everything mentioned here about Jesus shows His perfection.  That’s one theme.

2. There is also a theme showing that Jesus was the one who was promised in the OT prophetic writings and He was recognized as Messiah by those who were devout and who had been looking for Him for a long time. Two elderly, godly Jews, one a woman and the other, a man, gave testimony that Jesus was the one promised.

3. There is also a theme involving the family – Mary and Joseph. They were given incite that they would not have had otherwise. We find out something about them in relation to their life and the impact that would be made on them by Jesus. 

4. The common thread in these themes is Jesus – who He was and is, and the impact He would make on the world. In view of Luke’s purpose for writing, that would make sense. So today we take a look at this first introduction to the Lord Jesus incarnate. 

5. Kids the text for today is long, but mostly Luke is showing us how Jesus perfectly kept what (the Law)? That was important because if He failed to do that, He could not be our what (Savior)? When Mary offered two birds as a sacrifice and an offering what did that tell us about her and Joseph (they were poor)? What were the names of the two people the baby Jesus encountered in the temple (Simeon and Anna)? Who will be affected by Jesus (Everyone)?              
I.
JESUS WOULD FULFILL THE ENTIRE LAW (22-24, 39)
A.
Purification with reference to Mary (22) (Lev. 12:1-8)
1.
Mary and Joseph, with their new baby, settled into a house in Bethlehem. The wise men had not yet arrived, and the journey to Egypt to escape Herod’s decree to kill male babies which wasn’t mentioned by Luke had not yet occurred. On the eighth day as commanded in Leviticus 12, Jesus was circumcised. It was also then that His name was confirmed as Jesus according to verse 21. Jesus from His earliest days completely obeyed and fulfilled the Law of Moses. He was completely observant of the Torah. Now how important was that for Jesus’ ability to be the teacher of Israel? Would Israel have accepted someone who was disobedient to the Law of Moses to teach them the truth from the Law of Moses? No. (Duncan, March 1, 2009).
2.
On top of the Sabbath day, every seventh day, there were Sabbaths and Sabbaths…all kinds of Sabbaths.  Every time there was a feast of Passover… Yom Kippur…the Day of Atonement, Rosh Hashanah, every time there was a Feast of Lights a Feast of Tabernacles, or Booths, every time there was Pentecost…all of those Sabbaths came and came…(for people) to contemplate God…and His commandments, to contemplate your own sinfulness and how you had broken the commands that related to Him, and broken the commands that related to men…On top of that, life was a bloody mess because all those violations called for sacrifice.  That's why we've said that priests were nothing but butchers.  They were…chin deep in blood slaughtering animals, because sin just kept coming and coming and with it came sacrifice (after) sacrifice…The whole of Judaism was one massive effort on God's part to call those people to a recognition of how sinful they were.  Every time a baby was born into the world, circumcision on the eighth day was a reminder of the depth of sin, that they were so deep in sin they needed a cleansing at the deepest level. Everything that happened in their life... a system (was) designed to make people feel the burden of their sinfulness.  By the time…of Jesus, you've got only a few honest righteous Jews who are willing to think like that.  And the rest have fired off into one or another direction… the liberal ones who don't even want to think about the letter of the law... the Pharisees, the legalists, who have exchanged the heart for the head and it's all external and none of it’s internal… politicizing Zealots who had gone for a political end… (John MacArthur, Sept. 26, 1999).
3.
We then fast forward to Mary’s purification 40 days after Jesus’ birth. Mary and Joseph made the short trip to Jerusalem to fulfill the law of purification in regard to her. Note the phrase “according to the Law of Moses.”

4.
The firstborn male was considered as belonging to the Lord. To be called “holy” was to be set apart to the Lord. Again, notice the phrase, “as written in the Law of the Lord.” The point of both the circumcision and the purification sacrifice “had reference to the state of sin in which each human being is born and to the purification therefrom by blood sprinkling and sacrifices” (Geldenhuys, p. 117). Though Jesus was sinless He undergoes these things, voluntarily placing Himself under the Law, taking up the obligations of the Law for His people in order to procure their redemption.   
B.
Redemption with reference to Jesus (24)

1.
Normally a lamb and a bird would be offered as a burnt offering and a sacrifice, but if that was not possible because of poverty, two turtledoves or pigeons could be substituted – one for a burnt offering and the other as a sacrifice. That tells us something of Jesus’ socio-economic background. 
2.
But note that the Redeemer was “being redeemed.” That was unnecessary for Jesus to do that, just as later He explained to Peter that it was unnecessary for Him to pay the temple tax, but He did it anyway to fulfill the Law (Matthew 17:24-27).  Notice the phrase is used again in verse 24 “according to what is said in the Law of the Lord.” 
C.
Everything (39) “And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.”  

1.
Jesus Himself would later tell the people that He did not come to abolish the law and the prophets but to fulfill or complete them. And that is exactly what He did. Those who truly believed the God revealed in the OT would embrace Jesus as the promised Messiah. Those who were not genuine would reject Him. It should be clear to us that not many were genuine believers!
2.
All of this documentation surely would speak volumes to Theophilus. He would see that this child grew up in a poor, yet deeply devout Jewish household where He learned all things according to the Law of the Lord. The era of the law and the prophets were passing away, but it is not because Jesus was opposing them; He was fulfilling them.
3.
While Mary and Joseph and Jesus are at the temple they encounter two elderly people who, as witnesses, confirm the truth of who Jesus is. Why would Luke record this encounter involving two aged Israelites? Here is some help from John Piper - I think (Luke) wants us to see that an era is drawing to a close, the era of the law and the prophets. He shows us this by depicting the best representatives of that era as aged and at the point of death. They are passing away just like the era of the law and the prophets. The second thing Luke wants to illustrate is that there is no conflict between the law and the prophets and the new age of the Messiah. He shows this by depicting the most devout people under the old era as the most receptive to the new era. Simeon and Anna do not become resentful and angry that the Messiah has come, not even that he will be a "light for revelation to the Gentiles." They rejoice that the new has come (Piper, Dec 29, 1980).

4.
What is Luke saying to us? He is telling us that we need to be perfect in order to commune with God. That’s a problem, because none of us is perfect or righteous or even good. We can't fix imperfection. What’s the answer? Most of you know this. Our sin was imputed to this one perfect man, the Son of God, and His righteousness was imputed to us so that we could be accepted by God wearing His perfection. Jesus’ obedience to the Law was necessary in order to purchase salvation for any and all who would believe and trust in His name alone for salvation as He is offered in the gospel. Luke is saying that from Jesus’ infancy, He fulfilled every demand of the Law – and He is the only one who ever did or ever will. That was essential for Theophilus to know. We must know it as well. Our salvation depends on His perfection.
II. JESUS WOULD BE GUARDED AND GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT (25-27, 40)
A. The Holy Spirit’s role in the recognition of Jesus 
1.
Tradition tells us Simeon was an old man, 113 years old, though the text only tells us that he had waited a long time.  Here was a man who was led by the Holy Spirit, taught by the Word and obedient to the will of God.  He didn’t see a baby.  He saw the "consolation of Israel."  

2.
Isaiah 40:1-2, spoke of the time when Israel's alienation and suffering would end through the advent of the Messiah - Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins.  Simeon had been longing for that time of peace and he believed it had arrived. Whatever Israel deserved, God had more than covered by His abundant pardon! The comfort of forgiveness and restoration was to come through this child!

3.
Notice in verse 25 that, “the Holy Spirit was upon him.” Verse 26 tells us that the Holy Spirit had communicated a personal, specific promise to him that he would not die until he saw the Lord’s Christ. Verse 27 tells us that Simeon “came in the Spirit into the temple.”  The Holy Spirit was all over this event!

B.
The Holy Spirit’s role in the life of Jesus (v. 40)
1.
Luke will say a bit more about this at the very end of this chapter, but clearly the work of Spirit was part of the “favor of God (that) was upon Him.”  
2.
Jesus, though the second person of the Trinity, functioned as a human being under the control of the Holy Spirit of God. He never ceased to be God, but He also did not presume upon His deity in accomplishing His work of redemption for us. All Jesus did was in conjunction with the Holy Spirit.
III. JESUS WOULD AFFECT EVERYONE ONE WAY OR ANOTHER (30-39)

A. His impact on Simeon and Anna (34-38)
1. When Simeon took Jesus in his hands he declares to God that Jesus is salvation.

2. Simeon also acknowledges that this had been prepared by God and is the only salvation for the world. 

3. I find it interesting that in hearing these words, Joseph and Mary amazed at his words. I’m guessing that they did not expect this.

4. Anna, who spent her years in constant worship, saw Jesus as “the redemption of Jerusalem.” This Jesus would bring both redemption and comfort to His people! 
B. His impact on Mary (34)
1. This is a personal prophecy for Mary.  The word for sword is a large weapon that continues to pierce.  As the mother of the Lord Jesus, Mary experienced sorrow that culminated at the cross as she watched her Son suffer.  
2. In verse 19 when at the Bethlehem birthplace, the text says Mary treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart.  To ponder means to "put things together."  When Mary saw the baby, she saw something more.  She put things together and saw that this child was to be the Savior – her Savior.  Simeon reminded her of that. As one writer said, “(she) would live (her) entire life in the unfolding mystery of the incarnation” (Hughes, p. 91). In her infant Son, she was seeing a Savior.  What do we see? Salvation is only possible through the Lord Jesus. 
C.
His impact on Israel and Jerusalem (25, 38) 

1.
What does “the consolation of Israel” and the “redemption of Jerusalem” mean? 
2.
Israel could only be consoled by redemption, and redemption was only possible through the Lord Jesus.  

D.
His impact on all (34-35) – Simeon mentioned two results of Jesus’ coming – “the fall and rising of many” and the revelation of “the thoughts of many hearts.”  
1. The fall speaks of judgment – You can't be indifferent about Jesus. If He is who He says He is, then He alone must be exalted, and we must exult in Him alone. He will not allow us to halt between two opinions about Him. What does He say to His own disciples? ‘If you don't leave your father and your mother, you’re not worthy of Me.’ What's He saying? He's saying, ‘There is nothing in this world, be it ever so dear to you, that remotely compares to Me. I am the Savior, and you can't be indifferent about Me. You can't be in between about Me. It's Me, or it's the fall’ (Duncan).
2.
Rising speaks of exaltation, of salvation – “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow!” 
Conclusion 
1. Luke is asking us, “Who is Jesus?” He fulfilled the Law perfectly. He is the only Savior of humanity. He is the Savior of Jew and Gentile alike – there is no difference. He is the consolation of His people. 
2. Luke is asking us, “Who do you believe He is? Do you love Him? Do you trust Him? Do you treasure Him? Do you exult in Him?” That is the issue. 
3. He is the perfect Son of God. He is the only Savior of sinners. He is the only and perfect answer to our impossible need and our enormous debt. That was Luke’s message to Theophilus and it is his message to us! 
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