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       	  		     RENDER TO CAESAR AND TO GOD 

20 So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor. 21 So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God.22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, “Caesar's.” 25 He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.”26 And they were not able in the presence of the people to catch him in what he said, but marveling at his answer they became silent.

Introduction
1. Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's” – we know that statement; we may have uttered it from time to time. But what does that statement mean? What did Jesus mean by it when He said it?  
2. My guess is that we probably have understood it something like this: There are some things that belong to earthly authorities – we put those in one box or one category. And there are some things that belong to God and we put those things in another box or category. Then we determine to give to those earthly authorities what is their due and to give to God what belongs to Him. But there is something very wrong with that assessment. Why? There is no separate box for God. Everything belongs to Him! Jesus was acknowledging that some things, a limited number of things, are to be rendered to the state, that’s true. But He was also acknowledging that all things ultimately are to be rendered to God! I doubt that the religious leaders were thinking that when they asked Jesus their question! 
3. Let’s put this in context. A couple of weeks ago, we examined Jesus’ parable of an absentee landlord of a vineyard and the tenants who cared for the vineyard while the landlord was away. The landlord sent several servants to the vineyard to receive the profits. The tenants beat the servants and sent them away empty-handed. Finally, the landlord sent his son to the vineyard, but the tenants killed him.  J.C. Ryle wrote, “The chief priests and elders perceived that this parable was spoken against them, but they were too proud to repent and too hardened to turn from their sins.” According to verse 19, (The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people), they turned it up a notch in an effort to literally kill the son of the landlord! How might they lay hands on Him when they are afraid that the people’s acceptance of Him is too firm?  
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]That is where we pick up the account in Luke 20:20. This brief passage is a demonstration of people who were trying hard to get God to misspeak, to catch God in a mistake, a “got you” moment in the effort to turn the people away from Him and open the door to take Him down! Here’s the passage.  
I.	LOOKING FOR GOD TO MISSPEAK	(20)  
A.	The method
1.	Infiltrate the ranks – Luke says that they “watched him and sent spies.”  They were always around Jesus and some were pretending to be His disciples so that they might get close to Him, hoping to document something He said that could be used against Him. It was an inside job. Jesus was being surveilled. That is a very familiar tactic used by one enemy against another. Infiltrate the ranks and… 
2.	Fein sincerity – “The problem with hypocrisy is not that does not tell the truth, but that it tells the truth without sincerity” (Edwards, p. 572). In Bunyan’s, Pilgrim’s Progress, the character “Faithful” recalled his meeting with the Old Adam, “Then it came burning hot into my mind, whatever he said and however he flattered, when he got me home to his house, he would sell me as a slave” (p. 72). 
3.	That was the chosen method of the religious leaders to trap Jesus and either discredit Him or condemn Him in the eyes of the people. Why were they doing this? What was their motive?    	
B.	The motive
1.	Catch Him – Their strategy was to pose as disciples of Jesus who respected Him and followed Him. But while He was teaching, these spies would ask disingenuous questions hoping to at least embarrass Him, or get Him into trouble with the Romans, ultimately causing Him to lose favor with the people. If they could gather some evidence against Him by something that He said, they could then…
2.	Capture Him – Their motivation was to be able to deliver Him over to the governor (Pilate), who had the authority to carry out severe judgment against Jesus. 
3.	So, the phony disciples were listening very carefully to what Jesus was saying, not to actually hear, but to trap Him to misspeak so that they could bring a charge that would stick! But they had been listening for a long time and they had been less than successful in gathering anything substantial. It was time to set the trap.  
II.	 SETTING UP GOD TO MISSPEAK (21-24)   
A.	Declare an approving respect – This was designed to get Jesus to let down His guard, to get caught up in flattery. We speak differently with our friends than we do with our enemies. 
1.	“You speak and teach rightly…” – It has been said that flattery is “saying to a person’s face what you would never say behind his back” (Hughes, p. 264). It’s effective on many! Here’s how we sometimes respond when exposed to flattery: “What you say is very kind, and of course, it’s overstated. But tell more about your thoughts!” Jesus knew what they were doing! They continued. 
2.	“Show no partiality…” – This is interesting. It is a Hebraism meaning “not receiving one’s face.” In other words, they are praising Jesus for not succumbing to insincere praise as they attempt with flattery to get Him to succumb to insincere praise! And they are not yet done… 
3.	“(You) truly teach the way of God.” The Greeks were said to have sought, “the truth of God”, but the Jews sought “the way of God.” The truth was intellectual assent; the way was a lifestyle. These false disciples were saying that Jesus taught and lived out the way of God! And that was true, absolutely, perfectly true about Jesus, but it was spoken without sincerity. They didn’t believe it for a moment.  It was flattery to get what they wanted from Jesus! Now that they had set Him up, they were ready to…     	
B.	Ask the loaded question	
1.	“Is it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?”  In other words, they were asking if it was lawful for them to pay taxes to the Romans. If Jesus said yes, that answer could be used as proof for His support of Roman occupation, and that would compromise His standing with the people who wanted to be free of Rome. (There were Zealots who has earlier rebelled against Rome. One of Jesus’ disciples was a zealot. Those people would have loved to hear Jesus take a swipe at the Romans). If Jesus said no, it could be used as grounds for the charge of sedition (rebellion) against Rome and that could set in motion trouble from the governing authorities. This was looking like a slam dunk! Yes or no would move the religious leaders toward their objective. 
2.	Is that in some way a failure to give all honor and glory to God if we're paying tribute to Caesar who, after all, claims to be divine himself? Should we rebel against Caesar? Should we foment revolution as the way to be a true follower of God, a true Jewish believer? Is it to rebel against the authority of the occupying Romans, or should we accommodate ourselves to them? And this was a burning political question and theological question in…their day. And they seek to use it to entrap Jesus (Duncan, June 26, 2011).
3.	Luke says that Jesus “perceived their craftiness.” In effect, though righteously, Jesus turned the tables and set them up. People continue to twist what God has said in His Word to challenge who He is, but they will never, ever, be able to successfully charge God with misspeaking. God never misspeaks!       
 III. GOD NEVER MISSPEAKS! (25-26)
A.	He always speaks the truth 
1.	Jesus asked for a denarius, a Roman coin equivalent to a day’s wage for a common laborer. He asked the religious leader a simple question: “Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” And they answered, “Caesar’s.” Then Jesus dropped the bomb that blew up their argument and their attempt to trap Him. “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” What was He saying? In the men’s Theological Forum book for this month, How the Nations Rage, by Jonathan Leeman, the author makes this clear. “Jesus looked at a coin and asked whose image was on it. Answer: Caesar’s. Okay, but in whose image was Caesar? Answer: God’s. Which would mean: giving to God what is God’s included Caesar! Jesus was not pushing God into the private domain, concluded New Testament scholar Don Carson. Rather, ‘Jesus’ famous utterance means that God always trumps Caesar’” (p. 12). 
2.	The coin given to Jesus had the image of Caesar on the front with the words that could be translated, “Emperor Tiberius, Son of the Divine Augustus.” On the back was a female figure facing right, seated on a throne, holding a scepter in the right hand and an olive branch in the left. The superscription was: “Pontif Maximus” – or chief priest. The coin was declaring that Tiberius was the divine son of the divine Augustus. The woman on the back of the coin was Tiberius’ mother. 
3.	For the Jews to readily have a coin was intriguing, for the coin “oozes idolatry” (Garland, p. 801). In effect, these Jews were bringing an “unsanctioned, portable graven image into the temple”, which could have bene interpreted as breaking the second commandment regarding graven images!  But what we need to understand is this. If the coin bore Caesar’s image, fine, it should be given back to him. In other words, pay your taxes. (Every adult man and woman just for the privilege of existing, had to annually pay a denarius into the Roman Treasury, and it could only be paid with this coin). But remember that humanity must render ultimate submission to God because humanity bears God’s image.  
B.	When He speaks, the enemy is silenced!  
1.	Instead of catching Jesus in a misspeak, He left them speechless, wondering how in the world He turned the tables on them!   
2.	You see, this passage is not really about what is owed to the state, but what is owed to God. Remember the parable earlier in the chapter? The religious leaders were refusing to give to God what belonged to Him!  
3.	Do we understand that everything belongs to God or are we trying to twist what He has said to make a way out for ourselves? David Garland wrote, “In trying to catch Jesus in some fatal slip, they are trapped by their own cleverness and expose both their ineptitude and culpability…(However)Being foiled by Jesus in this argument will not stop the leaders from fabricating the charge that Jesus forbade paying taxes to Caesar (23:2)” (p. 802). (Before Pilate, the religious leaders accused Jesus. Here was that accusation: “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king”). 
Conclusion
1. Earlier I quoted J. C. Ryle, “The chief priests and elders perceived that this parable was spoken against them, but they were too proud to repent and too hardened to turn from their sins. Let us beware of doing likewise.” How about us? Have we grasped the truth that because we were made in the image of God, because we bear His image, that we are to render to God the things that are God’s – and that means that we owe Him everything? 
2. You see what Jesus is saying? “Oh, it's appropriate to show respect to secular civil authority and to give it it's due, but your ultimate allegiance is to the One in whose image you are created. Give to Him what belongs to Him, which is the whole of who you are, because He gave you all you are and all you have. You are made in His image.” You see, Jesus is showing us how we're not to love the world ultimately, we're to love God ultimately. We’re not to use God and love the world, we're to love God and use the world for His glory and (for good) (Duncan).
3. Paul would later make the case in Romans 13, (surely having this passage in mind) how we are to respond to governing authorities. And the basis of his argument is that all things belong to God. God set up those authorities and they exist because He put them there. They might be evil and they might hate God and they might take their hatred out on those who love God, but because He placed them in authority we are to abide by that authority. He is able to remove them if He chooses. So, we pay our taxes even if those funds go for things that are immoral! Granted, there are some limitations in regard to submission to these authorities: What God commands, we must not violate regardless of the demands of the state – “We must obey God rather than man.” But even then, we accept the consequences attached by the state. The Westminster Confession of Faith says, “God, from all eternity did, by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.” In other words, there is no ruler anywhere at any time in history that was not set in that exalted position by God Himself! That’s the starting point.  
4. So, the question for us, “Are we giving to God what belongs to God?” Do we seek to render unto God the things that are His? The religious leaders were not. The Jews were not. Certainly, the Romans were not. Even the apostles of Jesus struggled.  What about us?           
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