Copy God
Ephesians 5:1-17
Introduction
Did you ever play follow the leader as a kid?  You know how the game goes.  One person is chosen to be the leader and everyone else that is playing follows.  If you fail to follow the leader, you’re out of the game.  It is one of the simplest games ever.  But, as you know, it is not always easy to follow the leader because the leader would purposely try to make everyone else fail.  You would go up the slide and lose all the kids that had shoes with poor traction.  You would go across the monkey bars and lose all the kids that just couldn’t make it.  You would do some crazy steps or run around backwards to lose the lest coordinated of the bunch.  
Well, here in Ephesians 5, Paul tells us that we are to follow our leader God.  Thankfully, this leader is not trying to make us fail but actually helps us to win the game.  But, Paul also reminds us that there is another leader.  One that we have all followed at one point in our lives and he wants us to play his game.  He wants us to fail.  But we are called, as believers to copy God.
As we imitate God, we need to walk in a certain way.  We must walk in love, walk in light, and walk in wisdom.
Walk in Love vs. 1-2
1. Love like the Father
a. He made us his beloved children.  This points to the adoption of God.
b. Ephesians 2:3 tells us that we were by nature children of wrath.
c. Jesus said in John 8 that as unbelievers our father was the devil.  We were not children of God until we believed Jesus and heard the words of God.
d. Ephesians 1:5 “he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will”
e. The Father’s love was demonstrated by his plan to make those that were not his children, his beloved children.
2. Love like Christ
a. Christ loved in many ways but what is specifically mentioned here is Jesus giving himself as an offering and sacrifice.
b. The idea of the fragrant offering and sacrifice comes from the Old Testament.  One of the first mentions of a sacrifice that was a fragrant offering was made by Noah after he left the ark in Genesis 8:21.  
c. The law of Moses spoke of the burnt, drink, and grain offerings all being a “pleasing aroma before the LORD.”
d. 1 John 3:16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
Walk in Light vs. 3-14
1. The dark side
a. Sexual immorality and all impurity
b. Covetousness – which is idolatry
c. Filthy foolish talk and crude joking – instead you should be giving thanks.
d. There is no place these and they should not even be named among the church.
e. Be warned; do not be deceived – those that live in this darkness have no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ.
f. This darkness is why the wrath of God comes upon these people “the sons of disobedience.”
2. The light side
a. Does not partner with the darkness
b. You were darkness but now are light
c. Walk as children of light – do all that is good, right and true
d. Discern what is pleasing to the Lord.
e. Expose the works of darkness by shining the light.
f. The light transforms – “Awake, O sleeper and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
Walk in Wisdom vs. 15-17
1. Be cautious
a. Pro. 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.
b. Pro. 9:13 The woman Folly is loud; she is seductive and knows nothing.
c. Pro. 28:26 Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom will be delivered.
2. Manage your time – Tim Challies wrote, “Making the best use of time” is, more literally, “redeeming the time.” Time must be redeemed by liberating it from useless pursuits and dedicating it to the highest purposes. Time is laid out before you, and it must be grasped, it must be seized from all the ignoble purposes that could otherwise steal and waste it. You relate to time well when you understand it as a precious gift to be used, not a valueless possession to be squandered.”
3. Understand God’s will
a. People often look for God’s will in things outside of Scripture.  We fall into the same trap that many of the Puritans fell into.  We try to judge the Providence of God to determine what is good and bad. What do I mean?
b. Sometimes we use “nickels and noses” to determine if what we are doing is what God wants us to do.  If people come that must mean God likes it.
c. Sometimes we use our feelings to figure out what is right.  If I like it then God must approve.
d. God’s will is found in Scripture.  Read it and follow it. I almost every instance of the phrase “will of God” it refers to sanctification or living a holy life.
Conclusion
So the question is: Who is your leader?  Don’t fool yourself, you are a follower.  There are no self-made men or women.  You are not the commander of your own destiny.  You may march to the beat of a different drummer, but you are still following a drummer.
So who is your leader?  Are you copying God or are you copying the devil?  What you do during the day, does that reflect that you are following God?  Do your reactions to life reflect you are following God?  How about when you’re sick?  How about when someone cuts you off?  When someone mocks you?  When someone steals from you?  When your loved one dies?  
Are you loving like God?  Are you walking in the light and striving for holiness?  Are you using the wisdom of God?
Let’s pray that God will show us where we have fallen and that he will strengthen us as we copy Him.
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